To-Know Christ and to- Make Himv Knoww

-..0ne s life does not consist
In the abundance of possessions.

Sunday, August 3, 2025
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317



http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net

Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, August 3, 2025 - 9 am
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will take place in 2 different ways:

We will have communion at the rail.
At the time of communion, please wait for the usher to acknowledge you.

If you are unable to communion at the rail,
% Pastor and Elders will bring communion to you. Please indicate your need to
an Elder or an usher.

+ As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we hold the
sacrament of Holy Communion to be most sacred, and thus, observe the practice
of close communion.

Rev. Mark Johnson, Visiting Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Teresa Anderson, Lesson Reader
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Opening Hymn Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings LSB 782
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I Gra - cious God, You send great bless - ings
2 By Your  Word You formed cre - a - tion
3 In His earth - ly life, our Sav - ior
A 4 Heav’'n - ly Fa - ther, may our car - Ing
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New each morn - ing all our days. For Your mer - cies
Filled with crea-tures large and small; As we tend that
Knew the care of  faith - ful friends; May our deeds of
Bear the im - print  of Your grace; With the Son and
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nev - er end - ing, For Your love we of - fer praise.
end - less trea - sure May our care en cir - cle all
ded -1 - ca - tion Of - fer love that nev-er ends.
Ho - ly Spir - it, Praise be  Yours in ev - 'ty place!
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Lord, we pray that we, Your peo-ple Who Your gifts un - num-bered claim,

Through the shar-ing of Your bless-ings May bring glo-ry

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835

(P)

Amen.
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cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

to Your name.

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati

Tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As an ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Introit Psalm 49:7-8, 13-14a, 15; antiphon: vv. 1-2
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Hear this, all peoples!
Give ear, all inhabitants of the world,
both low and high,
rich and poor together!
Truly no man can ransom another,
or give to God the price of his life,
for the ransom of their life is costly
and can never suffice.
This is the path of those who have foolish confidence;
yet after them people approve of their boasts.
Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol;
death shall be their shepherd.
But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol,
for he will receive me.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Hear this, all peoples!
Give ear, all inhabitants of the world,
both low and high,
rich and poor together!



Kyrie LSB 152
(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

o)
Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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This Is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
f) & | | ‘
o 7y | [ L L I [ [ |
GF . . | |, e £ e , o
blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in
heaven, that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the
riches of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26

2Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . .

2| the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. '*And | applied my heart

to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy
business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 'l have seen
everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after
wind. . ..

8| hated all my toil in which | toil under the sun, seeing that | must leave it to the
man who will come after me, ""and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet
he will be master of all for which | toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This
also is vanity. 2°So | turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil

of my labors under the sun, 2'because sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom
and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not
toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 2?What has a man from all the toil and
striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? Z3For all his days are full of
sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This
also is vanity.

%4There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find
enjoyment in his toil. This also, | saw, is from the hand of God, %for apart from him
who can eat or who can have enjoyment? %For to the one who pleases him God has
given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of
gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and
a striving after wind.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Epistle Colossians 3:1-11
"If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
“When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
>Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God
is coming. ’In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8But now you
must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your
mouth. °Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its
practices '?and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after
the image of its creator. ""Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel Luke 12:13-21

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

3Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.” "But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator
over you?” "SAnd he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all
covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
'®And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully,
7and he thought to himself, ‘What shall | do, for | have nowhere to store my crops?’
"8And he said, ‘I will do this: | will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and
there | will store all my grain and my goods. "And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 2°But God said to
him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?’ 2'So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich
toward God.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
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Son of God, Eternal Savior LSB 842
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav -ior, Source of life and
2 As You, Lord, have lived for oth - ers, So may we for
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav - ior, Source of life and
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truth and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
oth - ers live. Free - ly have Your gifts been grant - ed;
Prince of Peace; Hush the storm of strife and  pas - sion,
truth and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
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Hal -lows all our hu - man race, You our Head, who, throned in
Free-ly may Your ser - vants give. Yours the gold and Yours the
Bid its cru-el dis - cords cease. By  Your pa - tient years of
Hal -lows all our hu - man race: By  Your pray-ing, by Your
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glo -ry, For Your own will ev - er plead: Fill us with Your
sil - ver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; We but stew-ards
toil - ing, By  Your si - lent hours of pain, Quench our fe - vered
will -ing  That Your peo - ple should be one, Grant, O grant our
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love and pit - y, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.
of Your boun - ty Held in sol - emn trust will be.
thirst  of plea - sure, Stem our self - ish greed of  gain.
hope’s fru - 1 - tion: Here on earth Your will be done.

Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt.

Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam

Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -~ of the world to come. Amen.



Prayer of the Church
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Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that
sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit,
the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all
faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure
in our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness
in lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ.
Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making
them perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in them the faith once
delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office
in Your Church that, by their devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom
increase. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful servants of Christ to
advance the Gospel both at home and in distant lands. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and support them in
challenging times. Make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and
let their faith and zeal for the Gospel refresh and renew the witness of Your people
everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peaceable life with
integrity. Grant health and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the
president and congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this state,
and to all those who make, administer, and judge our laws. Help them to serve this
people according to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and order our days
in Your peace. Prosper the labor of those who work to bring peace and justice to
the nations of the world that mutual understanding and common endeavor may be
increased among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and centers of research
and those who teach and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such measure that
people may serve You honorably in Church and state, and that our common life may
be conformed to the ways of Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. Keep our children
in the covenant of their Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in lives
of faith and devotion. Unite the members of all families in a spirit of affection and
service that they may show Your praise in our land and in all the world. Lord, in

Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the commerce and industry,
the leisure and rest, the arts and culture of our people. Take under Your special
protection those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and be with all who put their
hands to any useful task. Give them the just rewards for their labor and the knowledge
that their work is a blessing in Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or
adversity (especially [name]). Be with those who suffer persecution for the faith.
Have mercy on those to whom death draws near. Bring consolation to those in sorrow,
and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church
on earth, who now rest from their labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints,
and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the
sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Offering

Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew.

Preface LSB 160
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
11



(P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin
Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death,
thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament
in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

(P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

(P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761
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I Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee;
2 Not the la-bors of my hands Can  ful - fill Thy Law’s de-mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; Sim - ply to Thy cross I -cling.
4 While 1 draw this fleet - ing breath, When mine eye - lids close in death,
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Let the wa-ter and the blood, From Thy riv - en side which flowed,
Could my zeal no res - pite know, Could my tears for - ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to Thee for dress; Help-less, look to Thee for grace;
When 1 soar to worlds un-known, See Thee on Thy judg-ment throne,
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Be of sin the dou-ble cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
All  for sin could not a-tone; Thou must save, and Thou a - lone.
Foul, T to the foun-tain fly; Wash me, Sav-ior, or I die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-78 Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872 Text and tune: Public domain
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| Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618
N f T f . T N T
E;éi—f———ﬂ- > [ I [ 7 2 T ; [
S » = o S==—ss =
11 come, O Sav - ior, to Thy ta - ble, For weak and
2 Thy heart is filled with fer-vent yearn-ing  That sin - ners
3 Un - wor-thy though I am, O Sav - ior Be - cause 1
4 Wea - ry am I and heav-y lad - en; With sin  my
5 What high - er gift can we in - her - it? It is  faith’s
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lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and make me whole:
faith are turn - ing; So I, a sin - ner, come to Thee.
ban - ish nev - er, For Thou my faith - ful shep-herd art:
ly and glad -den My heart, for I am now Thy guest.
heart and spir - it, The cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig

Tune: Public domain

Jesus, Priceless Treasure LSB 743
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1 Je - sus, price-less trea - sure, Fount of pur - est plea - sure,
2 In Thine arms 1 rest me; Foes who would mo - lest me
3 Sa - tan, I de-fy thee; Death, I now de-cry thee;
4 Hence, all earth-ly trea - sure! Je sus is my plea - sure,
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Tru - est friend to me, Ah, how long in an - guish
Can - not reach me here. Though the earth be shak - ing,
Fear, 1 bid thee cease. World, thou shalt not harm me
Je - sus is my choice. Hence, all emp-ty glo - ry!
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Shall my spir - it lan - guish, Yearn - ing, Lord, for Thee?
Ev - ’ry heart be quak - ing, Je - sus calms my fear.
Nor thy threats a - larm me While I sing of peace.

Naught to me thy sto - ry

Told with tempt - ing voice.
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Thou art mine, O Lamb di - vine! 1 will suf - fer

Light - nings flash And  thun -
God’s great pow’r Guards ev -

ders crash; Yet, though sin and
ry hour; Earth and all its

Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, Shall not from my
l i T ;
e
naught to hide  Thee; Naught I ask be - side Thee.
hell as - sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
depths a - dore Him, Si - lent bow Dbe - fore Him.
Sav - ior move me Since He deigns to love me.

5 Evil world, | leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds | sever,
Leave thee now forever.

6 Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
| here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: Johann Criger, 1598-1662
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Post-Communion Collect

P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with His favor and I~ give you His peace.

Amen.
Closing Hymn Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways LSB 707
.
B e L T L
1 Oh, thatthe Lord would guide my ways To keep His stat-utes still!
2 Or - dermy foot-steps by Thy Word And make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sistmy soul, too apt to  stray, A  strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in  Thy com-mands—’Tis a de-light-ful road—
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His  will!
Let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, But keep my con-science clear.
And should I e’er for - get Thy way, Re-store Thy wan-d’ring sheep.
Nor let my head or heart or hands Of-fend a-gainst my  God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
Text and tune: Public domain

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

17



