To-Know Christ and to- Make Himv Knoww

DO NOT WORRY
ABOUT YOUR LIFE

Sunday, August 10, 2025
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317



http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net

Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, August 10, 2025 - 9 am
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Rev. Paul Biegner, Visitation Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Trent Harder, Lesson Reader
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Op:ning Hymn Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng LSB 813
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wave on high, = The Cross of Christ your king.
hymns of old, The psalms of an - cient days.
joy and bliss, True rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re-joice, give thanks, and sing!

5 Still lift your standard high,
Still march in firm array,
As pilgrims through the darkness wend
Till dawns the golden day. Refrain

6 At last the march shall end;

The wearied ones shall rest;
The pilgrims find their home at last,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain

A7 Praise Him who reigns on high,
The Lord whom we adore:
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
One God forevermore. Refrain

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-91, alt.

Tune: Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916
Text and tune: Public domain




In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

(P) Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Introit Psalm 147:8-11; antiphon: v. 7

(P) Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;
make melody to our God on the lyre!

He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain for the earth;
he makes grass grow on the hills.

(P} He gives to the beasts their food,

and to the young ravens that cry.

His delight is not in the strength of the horse,

nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,

but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,

in those who hope in his steadfast love.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;

make melody to our God on the lyre!
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Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev-er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.

Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)

P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer
acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way
that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Genesis 15:1-6
'After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram,
| am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord Gob,
what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a
member of my household will be my heir.” “And behold, the word of the LorRD came
to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 3And
he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you
are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he
believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Epistle Hebrews 11:1-16
'Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For
by it the people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of
things that are visible.

“By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he
was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through
his faith, though he died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so that he
should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before
he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. And without faith it is
impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7By faith Noah, being warned by God
concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of
his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the
righteousness that comes by faith.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. °By faith
he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac
and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. '%For he was looking forward to the
city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. "By faith Sarah herself
received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him
faithful who had promised. '?Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were
born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable
grains of sand by the seashore.

3These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers
and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are
seeking a homeland. "If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone
out, they would have had opportunity to return. '®But as it is, they desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God,
for he has prepared for them a city.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Luke 12:22-34

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

22[ Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your
life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. ZFor life is more
than food, and the body more than clothing. 2*Consider the ravens: they neither sow
nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how
much more value are you than the birds! 22And which of you by being anxious can
add a single hour to his span of life? 2°If then you are not able to do as small a thing
as that, why are you anxious about the rest? ’Consider the lilies, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin, yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little
faith! 22And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried.
OFor all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that
you need them. 3'Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.
32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
33Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags
that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no
thief approaches and no moth destroys. 3For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting.

Amen.
Sermon Hymn Have No Fear, Little Flock LSB 735
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; Have no fear, lit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; Have good cheer, lit-tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; Praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raiseto God; Thank - ful hearts raise to
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flock, For the Fa - ther has cho - sen To
flock, For the Fa - ther will keep you In
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give you the King-dom; Have no fear, lit-tle flock!
His love for - ev - er; Have good cheer, lit-tle flock!
lift and re - store you; Praise the Lord high a - bove!
all things works with you; Thank-ful hearts raise to God!
Text (sts. 2-4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931-2010
Text (st. 1) and tune: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930-2022
Text and tune: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835
Sermon “When The Cat’s Away...”



Prayer of the Church

(P} Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that
sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit,
the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all
faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in
our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness in
lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ.
Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making
them perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in them the faith once
delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office in
Your Church that, by their devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom
increase. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful servants of Christ to
advance the Gospel both at home and in distant lands. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and support them in
challenging times. Make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and let
their faith and zeal for the Gospel refresh and renew the witness of Your people
everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peaceable life with
integrity. Grant health and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the
president and congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this state,
and to all those who make, administer, and judge our laws. Help them to serve this
people according to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and order our days in
Your peace. Prosper the labor of those who work to bring peace and justice to the
nations of the world that mutual understanding and common endeavor may be
increased among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and centers of research
and those who teach and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such measure that
people may serve You honorably in Church and state, and that our common life may be
conformed to the ways of Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. Keep our children in
the covenant of their Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in lives of
faith and devotion. Unite the members of all families in a spirit of affection and
service that they may show Your praise in our land and in all the world. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the commerce and industry,
the leisure and rest, the arts and culture of our people. Take under Your special
protection those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and be with all who put their
hands to any useful task. Give them the just rewards for their labor and the knowledge
that their work is a blessing in Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or
adversity (especially [name]). Be with those who suffer persecution for the faith.
Have mercy on those to whom death draws near. Bring consolation to those in sorrow,
and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church
on earth, who now rest from their labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints,
and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the
sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Offering

Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew.



Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and -~ give you His peace.

LSB 166

Amen.
Closing Hymn Amazing Grace LSB 744 sts. 1-5
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2 The Lord has prom - ised good to me, His
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5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
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have al - read - y come; His grace  has brought me
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now am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long  as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.

Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati
Text and tune: Public domain
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