To-Know Christ and to- Make Himv Knoww

Do not neglect
to do good and to
share what you have,
for such sacrifices
are pleasing to God.

HEBREWS 13:16, NRSV

Sunday, August 31, 2025
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317
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Sunday, August 31, 2025 - 9 am
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.
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Opening Hymn

Lift High the Cross

LSB 837 sts. ref-6
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Lift high the cross, the love  of Christ pro-claim Till
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1 Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap - tain  trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um - phant  sign,
3 Al new - born  sol - diers of the Cru - ci - fied
40 Lord, once Ilift - ed on the glo-rious tree,
Refrai
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Our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The  hosts  of God in con - qu’ring ranks com-bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.
As Thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.
5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

So shall our song of triumph ever be:

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835

®=

Amen.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



(P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

(P) Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Introit Psalm 75:1-2, 6, 9; antiphon: v. 7

(P} It is God who executes judgment,
putting down one and lifting up another.

We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your name is near.
We recount your wondrous deeds.

(P} At the set time that | appoint

I will judge with equity.

For not from the east or from the west

and not from the wilderness comes lifting up.

But I will declare it forever;

I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

It is God who executes judgment,

putting down one and lifting up another.
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Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
o) |
g

1 I I I | [ | I A | |
—— H =’ —t—
[ ‘\ . ‘\ 1 'J r J o o | dd.
1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to follow the example of
Your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the devil and
with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Old Testament Reading Proverbs 25:2-10

2|t is the glory of God to conceal things,
but the glory of kings is to search things out.
3As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth,
so the heart of kings is unsearchable.
“Take away the dross from the silver,
and the smith has material for a vessel;
Stake away the wicked from the presence of the king,
and his throne will be established in righteousness.
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,
“for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
What your eyes have seen
8do not hastily bring into court,
for what will you do in the end,
when your neighbor puts you to shame?
Argue your case with your neighbor himself,
and do not reveal another’s secret,
"%lest he who hears you bring shame upon you,
and your ill repute have no end.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Hebrews 13:1-17
'Let brotherly love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember those who are in prison,
as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the
body. “Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled,
for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. *Keep your life free from love
of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you
nor forsake you.” ®So we can confidently say,

“The Lord is my helper;
| will not fear;
what can man do to me?”



’Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. °Do not be led away by diverse and strange
teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods,
which have not benefited those devoted to them. "®We have an altar from which
those who serve the tent have no right to eat. "'For the bodies of those animals whose
blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned
outside the camp. '?So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the
people through his own blood. "*Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear
the reproach he endured. "For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that
is to come. ""Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. '®Do not neglect to do good and to
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

7Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls,
as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with
groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Holy Gospel Luke 14:1-14
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees,

they were watching him carefully. 2And behold, there was a man before him who had
dropsy. 3And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal
on the Sabbath, or not?” “But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him
and sent him away. >And he said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that
has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” ®And they
could not reply to these things.

’Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose
the places of honor, saying to them, 8When you are invited by someone to a wedding
feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you
be invited by him, *and he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your
place to this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place.
'%But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host
comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the
presence of all who sit at table with you. ""For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

?He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet,
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest

they also invite you in return and you be repaid. '*But when you give a feast, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, “and you will be blessed, because they cannot
repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting.
Amen.



God of Grace and God of Glory

LSB 850
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, On Your peo - ple
2 Lo, the hosts of e - wvil round us Scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure Your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; Bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion To the e - vils
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pour Your pow’r; Crown Your an - cient Church’s sto - ry;
sail His ways! From the fears that long have bound us
Your con - trol; Shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; Let the gift of  Your sal - va - tion
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Bring its bud to glo - rious flow’r. Grant  us wis - dom,
Free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis - dom,
Rich in things and poor in  soul. Grant  us wis - dom,
Be our glo - ry ev - er - more. Grant  us wis - dom,
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grant us cour - age For the fac - ing of this
grant us cour - age For the liv - ing of  these
grant us cour - age Lest we miss Your king - dom’s
grant us cour - age, Serv - ing You whom we a -
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hour, For the fac - ing of this  hour.
days, For the liv - ing of these days.
goal, Lest we miss Your  king - dom’s goal.
dore, Serv. - ing You whom we a - dore.
Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878-1969 Tune: John Hughes, 1873-1932 Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon "It's Imperative” Hebrews 13:1-17




Prayer of the Church

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.

Heavenly Father, through the humiliation of Your Son, You have called us to a place
at Your heavenly table. Teach us to treasure this place of honor and so to spurn the
foolish honors of this world. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, Your Son has come to us who have offended Him, called us to
repentance and offered us His forgiveness. Teach us to trust His love whenever we
offend Him and to go to His house to be forgiven by those called to forgive in His
name. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, grant mercy to Your Holy Church here and throughout the world and
to all who confess the Christ, that unity of the Church in doctrine and practice may
abound. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, You have established the family and the home to be a place where we learn,
care and extend Your love to one another. We come to You on behalf of Your people,
asking that You would visit and bless our homes. Strengthen and restore our
relationships through the healing power of forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Righteous judge, bless our nation and those who lead us in this land, and guide those
who serve on behalf of this people. Watch over all nations, that justice and peace
may reign. Grant courage to Christians to endure in faith in times of test, trial and
persecution. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, we commend to You all who pass through difficult circumstances: the
lonely and the persecuted, the imprisoned and the addicted, those suffering from
mental distress and those suffering from bodily affliction [especially ].
Comfort them with Your promise that You will never leave or forsake them. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Divine Master, You prepare for us a heavenly feast this day. Grant us faith to cherish
this banquet of forgiveness, life and salvation and, being honored by a place at Your
table, inspire us to spurn all the small and fleeting honors of this world. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



(P] All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the
sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Offering

Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I« give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LSB 685
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1 Let wus ev - er walk with Je - sus, Fol - low His ex -
2 Let us suf - fer here with Je - sus And with pa - tience
3 Let us glad - ly die with Je - sus. Since by death He
4 Let wus al - so live with Je - sus. He has ris - en
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am - ple pure, Through a world that would de-ceive us And to
bear our cross. Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; Where He

con - quered death, He will free us from de-struc-tion, Give to
from the dead That to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus,
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sin our spir-its lure. On - ward in His foot-steps tread-ing,
is, there is no loss. Though to - day we sow no laugh-ter,
us im - mor-tal breath. Let us mor - ti - fy all pas-sion
You are  now our head. We are Your own liv - ing mem-bers;
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Pil - grims here, our home a-bove, Full of faith and
We shall reap ce - les - tial joy; All  dis - com - forts
That would lead us in - to sin; And the grave that
Where You live, there we shall be In  Your pres - ence
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hope and love, Let us do the Fa - ther’s bid-ding. Faith - ful
that an-noy  Shall give way to mirth here - af - ter. Je - sus,
shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heav-en. Je - sus,
con - stant - ly, Liv - ing there with You for - ev - er. Je - sus,
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Lord, with me a- bide; I shall fol - low where You guide.

here 1 share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.
here with You I die, There to live with You on high.
let me faith - ful be, Life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835 Tune: Public domain
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