To-Know Christ and to- Make Himv Knoww

Sunday, December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317



http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net

Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, December 21, 2025 - 9 am
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will take place in 2 different ways:

We will have communion at the rail.
% At the time of communion, please wait for the usher to acknowledge you.

If you are unable to communion at the rail,
< Pastor and Elders will bring communion to you. Please indicate your need to
an Elder or an usher.

< As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we hold the
sacrament of Holy Communion to be most sacred, and thus, observe the practice of
close communion.

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Ken Toole, Lesson Reader

1



Opening Hymn

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

LSB 357
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5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace.
Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KélIn; tr. John
Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: French, 15th cent.

Text and tune: Public domain
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In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As an ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Introit Psalm 130:5-8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1
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Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
that the mountains might quake at your presence.
| wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.
O Israel, hope in the Lorp! For with the LoRD there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.
And he will redeem lIsrael
from all his iniquities.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
that the mountains might quake at your presence.



Kyrie LSB 152
(P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-17

1%Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, '"“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven.” "?But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and | will not put the LORD
to the test.” "*And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to
weary men, that you weary my God also? “Therefore the Lord himself will give you
a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel. "He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good. '®For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. "The Lorb will bring upon
you and upon your people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come
since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 1:1-7

'Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God, *which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,
3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh “and was
declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, *through whom we have received
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name
among all the nations, ¢including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Children’s Message

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18-25
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"®Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit. "?’And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 2°But as he considered these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 2'She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet:

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). *When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 2°but knew her not until she had given
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Arise, O Christian People LSB 354
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Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbitichlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

God with Us

Isaiah 7:10-17



Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -~ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P] O God, You have kept Your Word and delivered to us Your own Son by the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin. Guide us so that we may rejoice in the Word made flesh and in the
redemption He has won by His holy life, life-giving death and resurrection. Bless all
pastors, that they may faithfully preach and teach this Gospel. Open the hearts of
young men to hear and heed Your call to the ministry. Bless all church workers in their
various vocations, that they may serve us well in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Holy Lord, You promised the virgin-born Son to reluctant King Ahaz, and in the fullness
of time the Word became flesh. Open our hearts and strengthen our faith gladly to
receive Your Son in the signs where He is present: not in signs of our own choosing,
but in the Holy Word and Sacraments. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You raised up Joseph, a man honorable and just, to be the guardian
and earthly father to Your Son. Give all earthly fathers wisdom, patience, pride of duty
and, above all, faith and loyalty to Your Word, that knowing Your true Guardianship,
they may head their households with godly forbearance. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You do not bear with the tiresome flattery and unbelief of kings and
rulers forever. Have mercy on us, Lord, and spare our nation. Clear away all empty
shows of piety and renew genuine faith in the Virgin’s Son, that His coming at the last
may not be a sign against us. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You are the giver of every good gift, O Lord, and You care for us in all our needs of
body, mind and spirit. Give healing to the sick, relief to the suffering, peace to the
dying and comfort to those who mourn [especially _ and those we name in our hearts].
According to Your gracious will, sustain them all by Your grace, and give them patience
and courage as they await the unfolding of Your healing grace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Grant, Holy Father, that all who eat today of this feast of joy may find in the Savior’s
body and blood a blessed foretaste of the feast to come, for the strengthening of
their faith and the growth of their love. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ,
who is the Dayspring from on high and the splendor of light everlasting. By His coming
in the flesh and by His blessed Word, enlighten our hearts with the Gospel, enlighten
the hearts of those who sit in the darkness of unbelief with the light of saving faith,
and enlighten those who dwell in the shadow of death with the certain hope of the
resurrection through Him. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the
flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the
Last Day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Offering

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

Preface LSB 160
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah,
the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to
repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes
again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
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Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:
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OUR FATHER
WHO ART IN

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates LSB 341
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Spir - it guide us on Un - til our glo - rious goal is won.
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.

To Christ the Sav -ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.

To God the Spir - it raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.

To God a - lone be praise For word and deed and grace!

E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: August Lemke, 1820-1913
Text and tune: Public domain
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Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

LSB 352
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Christ, the sin - ner’s help and friend.
Stands ful - filled in glo ry here.
Tru - ly came, as long fore - told.
Which  is Yours e - ter nal - ly.

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.

6 Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
| with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text and tune: Public domain
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, Adorn Yourself with Gladness LSB 636
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure,
Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding,
Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, | bow before You;
Love incarnate, | adore You;
Worthily let me receive You
And, so favored, never leave You.

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:

At Your feet | cry, my maker,

Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blesséd food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven,

You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bitter anguish,

To forego all joy and gladness

And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, | praise You with thanksgiving.

8 Jesus, bread of life, | pray You,

Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love | am invited,
Be Your love with love requited;

By this Supper let me measure,

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me
As Your guest in heav’n receive me.

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77; (sts. 1, 4-5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2-3, 6-8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

Text (sts. 1, 4-5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835

Text (sts. 2-3, 6-8) and tune: Public domain

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the

same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
Amen.

Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

LSB 166

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and -1~ give you His peace.

Amen.
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O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361
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10 Iit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!

2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove

3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv'n!

4 0 ho - ly Child of Beth-1le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
s e
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go by;

While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.

So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
_9;% T
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
e — =
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908
Text and tune: Public domain
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