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“But when the set time had fully come, God
sent his Son, born of a woman, born under

the law, to redeem those under the law, that

' we might receive adoption to sonship.”

‘.

.

Sunday, December 28, 2025
First Sunday after Christmas

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317



http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net

Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, December 28, 2025 - 9 am

First Sunday after Christmas

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Josh Klukas, Lesson Reader
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Opﬁemng Hymn Once He Came in Blessing LSB 333
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Son of God most ho - ly; Bore the cross to
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save us; Hope and free - dom gave us.
nour - ish Souls that they may flour - ish.
shar - ing Joy be - yond com - par - ing.
fess You Till in heav’'n we bless You

Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006  Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534
Text (sts. 2-3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



(P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

(P) Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Introit Jeremiah 31:15-17; antiphon: Hosea 11:1

(P) When Israel was a child, | loved him,

and out of Egypt | called my son.
Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in Ramah,

lamentation and bitter weeping.
(P} Rachel is weeping for her children;

she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.”
Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from weeping,

and your eyes from tears,
(P) for there is a reward for your work, declares the LORD,

and they shall come back from the land of the enemy.
There is hope for your future, declares the LORD,

and your children shall come back to their own country.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P) When Israel was a child, | loved him,

and out of Egypt | called my son.

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.

Where You

In
Text: Stephen P. Starke

in pow’r are
God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A - men!” our glad

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the

seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
re - ply.

incarnation

of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever
be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Old Testament Reading

7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LorD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
19But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.
Where is he who brought them up out of the sea
with the shepherds of his flock?
Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,
2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,
who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
3who led them through the depths?
Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.
Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.
So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 63:7-14



Epistle

then an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message

Alleluia and Verse

Galatians 4:4-7
“When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, >to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. °And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son,
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

3When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until | tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy
him.” "And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt
>and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt | called my son.”

'®Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who
were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the
wise men. "Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18“A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

"9But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, 2%saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for
those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 2'And he rose and took the child and his
mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning
over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in
a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 22And he went and lived in a city called
Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called
a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting.
Amen.



By All Your Saints in Warfare
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And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.

Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823-1913, alt.
Tune: Public domain

Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text: Public domain



Sermon The One Rescued Rescues Us Matthew 2:13-18

Prayer of the Church
(P} In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P) For the Church, the people of God’s promise, to whom He has revealed His Son as
Savior and Redeemer, that we may enjoy the gift of good and faithful ministers; and
that the Lord may prosper the Word and bring to fruition its proclamation in every
place and time, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the renewal of our fellowship as the Body of Christ; and for families, husbands and
wives, the single, those who desire marriage, and the lonely who yearn to know the
comfort of friendship and family, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For babes and nursing infants, out of whose mouths the Lord perfects His praise, that
our Lord would silence their enemies, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P For all who, like Herod, would despise children or destroy the unborn for selfish gain,
that the Lord would turn their hearts, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P} For all who mourn the loss of infants, that they would fix their eyes on Christ who,
though spared for a time, shed His blood for the world’s salvation, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the sick and those who suffer, that the Lord would grant them healing in
accordance with His will [especially J; and for those who give aid and
care to the sick, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For grateful hearts, that we would receive the Lord’s gifts with joy and use them
wisely and for His glory; and for grace, that our worship may be pleasing in the Lord’s
sight, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



That the Holy Spirit would increase our joy and sustain us in this joy and thanksgiving
throughout the days of this Christmas season, until that day when at last the Lord
returns in His glory as Lord and judge of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Hear us, O Lord, for we are the people of Your promise and the children whom You
have redeemed through the salvation accomplished through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Offering

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

Benediction

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and 1~ give you His peace.
Amen.
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Children of the Heavenly Father LSB 725
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spares them; In His might - vy arms He  bears them.
show - eth, And their sor - rows all He know - eth.
sole - ly To pre - serve  them  pure and ho - ly.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Tune: Lofsénger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden

Text: Public domain

Tune: Public domain
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