
 

 
 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

 
Sunday, January 4, 2026 

Second Sunday after Christmas 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church. 
We are blessed to have you worship with us today. 

Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack. 
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a  

“You’re Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.   
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you. 

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com 
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net 

Church Phone: 218-829-4317 

http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net
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Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 
220 North 8th Street 
Brainerd MN  56401 

 
Sunday, January 4, 2026 – 9 am 

Second Sunday after Christmas 

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.   
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,  

please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you. 
 

Online Giving Option 
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option  

on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com). 
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving. 

 

 
 

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 

 
Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will take place in 2 different ways: 

We will have communion at the rail. 

❖ At the time of communion, please wait for the usher to acknowledge you. 
 

If you are unable to communion at the rail, 

❖ Pastor and Elders will bring communion to you. Please indicate your need to  

      an Elder or an usher. 
 

❖ As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we hold the 
sacrament of Holy Communion to be most sacred, and thus, observe the practice of 
close communion. 

 
 
 

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor                                Dave Hansen, Organist 

Colleen Jackson, Lesson Reader 
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Opening Hymn                        O Word of God Incarnate    LSB 523 

 

 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways  

 to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As an ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
Introit Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14 

P The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
  glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

C  Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
  for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

P Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
  his understanding is beyond measure. 

C  But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
  in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

P Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 
  Praise your God, O Zion! 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
  and to the Holy Spirit; 

C   as it was in the beginning, 
  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
  glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
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Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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This Is the Feast LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. 

Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4–15 
 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. 

Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD 
appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 
6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David  

 my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast 
love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, 
you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little 
child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted 
for multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your 
people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your 
great people?” 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12behold,  

 I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that 
none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I give you 
also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall 
compare with you, all your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my 
statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen  

 your days.” 
 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and 

stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and 
peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 
5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all 
wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we 
who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you 
also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.  

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Children's Message 
 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:40–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God 
was upon him. 

 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the 
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem.  

 His parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s 
journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and 
acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, 
searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among  
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 the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him 

were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, 
they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? 
Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49And he  

 said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them.  

 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them.  
 And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 
 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 
God Loves Me Dearly    LSB 392 

 

 

 

 
Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. Composite   Tune: German                    Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Sermon                                           Don't Lose Jesus                           Luke 2:40-52   
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Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
      and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

      And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
      very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with  
 the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our  
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the  
 virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

  

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from  
 the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  
 and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian  
 and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

      and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the wisdom of God’s Word and a mind to discern truth from error, that we may 
know Jesus Christ and not depart from Him amid the winds of change and doubt  

 that challenge our faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the Church, blessed in Christ, in whom we have redemption through His blood,  
 the forgiveness of sins, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the preaching of the Gospel of salvation and the seal of the promised Holy Spirit  
 in Baptism, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P That God would raise up faithful preachers among us to the praise of Christ’s glory 
until we acquire the inheritance promised us in Him, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For parents and their children, that they would be given the wisdom and courage to 
know Christ as Savior and Redeemer and to gather around the Word and Sacraments; 
and that the Lord would help parents form within their children the knowledge of,  

 and the will to do, what is right according to God’s Word, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For our president; the Congress; our governor; our legislature; and all who make, 
administer and judge our laws, that the Lord would make them wise and give them  

 a discerning heart in pursuit of justice for the offender, peace between nations, and 
protection for the unborn and those least able to defend themselves, let us pray to  

 the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the sick and everyone in any kind of need [especially _____________]; for patience 
and healing according to God’s will; for those who mourn [especially _____________]; 
and in thanksgiving for every blessing and kindness shown to us in Christ, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P That we, like blessed Mary, may know what is worthy of our attention and what will 
pass away; and that, approaching the table of our Lord, we may be well-prepared to 
receive His flesh for the life of the world and His blood that cleanses us from all sin, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the 
sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 

 

Offering 

              Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 
 

 
Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of 
Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those 
things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and singing: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom  
 You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be  
 our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the  
 all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we 
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast  

 of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the  

 Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this  

 is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,  
 He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in  

 My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until  
 He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat  
 and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 
and teach us to pray: 

 

 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Distribution 

 

 
 
 
Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice    LSB 556 
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5 God said to His belovèd Son: 
    “It’s time to have compassion. 
Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 
    And bring to all salvation. 
From sin and sorrow set them free; 
Slay bitter death for them that they 
    May live with You forever.” 

6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 
    Was born of virgin mother; 
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 
    He came to be my brother. 
His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 
A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 
    To lead the devil captive. 

7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 
    I am your rock and castle. 
Your ransom I Myself will be; 
    For you I strive and wrestle. 
For I am yours, and you are Mine, 
And where I am you may remain; 
    The foe shall not divide us. 

8 “Though he will shed My precious blood, 
    Me of My life bereaving, 
All this I suffer for your good; 
    Be steadfast and believing. 
Life will from death the vict’ry win; 
My innocence shall bear your sin, 
    And you are blest forever. 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, 
    From earth to heav’n ascending, 
And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 
    The Holy Spirit sending; 
In trouble He will comfort you 
And teach you always to be true 
    And into truth shall guide you. 

10 “What I on earth have done and taught 
    Guide all your life and teaching; 
So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 
    And honored in your preaching. 
But watch lest foes with base alloy 
The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 
    This final word I leave you.” 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



15 

 

 
Of the Father’s Love Begotten    LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Oh, Blest the House    LSB 862 

 

 

 
Text: Christoph Carl Ludwig von Pfeil, 1712–84; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 3): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal, 1880, Columbus 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming     LSB 359 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845–
1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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