
 

 
 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

 

Sunday, January 11, 2026 
The Baptism of Our Lord 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church. 
We are blessed to have you worship with us today. 

Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack. 
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a  

“You’re Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.   
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you. 

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com 
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net 

Church Phone: 218-829-4317 

http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net
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Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 
220 North 8th Street 
Brainerd MN  56401 

 
Sunday, January 11, 2026 – 9 am 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.   
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,  

please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you. 
 

Online Giving Option 
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option  

on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com). 
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving. 

 

 
 

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor                                Dave Hansen, Organist 

Mark Erickson, Lesson Reader 
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Opening Hymn                  To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord    LSB 405 

 

 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 
Anointed Christ in glorious sight 
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 
To save the world and free us all. 

 
6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

Text: James P. Tiefel, 1949, alt.            Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835                             Tune: Public domain 

 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
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P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
 
Introit Psalm 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 

P   Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 

C   I will tell of the decree: 
 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 

P   Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
 and the ends of the earth your possession. 

C   You shall break them with a rod of iron 
 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 

P   Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

C   Serve the LORD with fear, 
 and rejoice with trembling, 

P   for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
 Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

C   as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P   Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 
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Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 
 Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him  
 Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized  
 in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of 

everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:1–9 

 1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him; 
 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
 or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 
 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
 till he has established justice in the earth; 
 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, 
 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people on it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 
 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
 a light for the nations, 
 7to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD; that is my name; 
 my glory I give to no other, 
 nor my praise to carved idols. 
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 
 and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth 
 I tell you of them.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Romans 6:1–11 
 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no 

means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in 
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be 
enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died 
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being 
raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 
God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Children's Message 

 

 
Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill 
all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he 
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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All Christians Who Have Been Baptized  LSB 596 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 
    And give God thanks forever! 
It gives the power to uplift 
    In all that you endeavor. 
When nothing else revives your soul, 
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 
    And then in death completes you. 

6 So use it well! You are made new— 
    In Christ a new creation! 
As faithful Christians, live and do 
    Within your own vocation, 
Until that day when you possess 
His glorious robe of righteousness 
    Bestowed on you forever! 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961                                                                                                       Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835                                                                          Tune: Public domain 

 

 
Sermon                                      "Connected to Jesus"     Romans 6:1-11   
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Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according  
 to their needs. 

 
Heavenly Father, You have revealed Your Son to us in the wondrous Epiphany in the 
Jordan. So also You have revealed Your name and blessing to us in Holy Baptism, 
declaring us Your beloved heirs. Grant that we may daily die to sin and rise to  

 newness of life, living with joy as Your baptized children. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, as You have opened heaven to Your Church through Holy Baptism, give 
 her faithful teachers to proclaim Your Son, Jesus Christ, and all that accords with 

godliness, that many would repent of their sins and join Him in His kingdom. Lord,  
 in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, preserve the family, especially all Christian homes. Turn husband and wife 
toward one another in love, equip fathers and mothers for their holy duty as teachers 
of the faith, and preserve all children in the saving faith and certain promises of their 
Baptism unto life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O God, Your Son, Jesus, is the Christ and the true King of this world. Grant great 
humility to the rulers of the nations, [especially _____________,] that they would 
submit to the preaching of His Holy Word for the sake of their own souls and for the 
good of Your holy people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty Lord, You sent Your Son to serve Your people and deliver them from sin and 
death. Because we long for Your salvation, bring us out of our afflictions and uphold  

 all those bruised in spirit [especially _____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, our God, You have brought eternal life to us through the death of Your Son. 
Grant that we who have come through Baptism and have died to this world would  

 ever more and more live in the resurrected life of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself with the Holy Spirit in the fullness 
of grace at the Baptism of Your dear Son. With Your voice, You directed us to the One 
who has borne our sins, that we may receive grace and forgiveness. Keep us, we 
implore You, in the true faith. Since we have been baptized in accordance with Your 
command and the example of Your Son, strengthen our faith by Your Holy Spirit and 
lead us to everlasting life and salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Offering 

              Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 
 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                                Beautiful Savior    LSB 537 

 

 

 
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 
Tune: Silesian, 19th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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