
 

 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

 

Sunday, July 27, 2025 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church. 
We are blessed to have you worship with us today. 

Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register. 
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a  

“You’re Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.   
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you. 

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com 
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net 

Church Phone: 218-829-4317 

http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net
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Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 
220 North 8th Street 
Brainerd MN  56401 

 
Sunday, July 27, 2025 – 9 am         

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.   
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,  

please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you. 
 
 

 
Online Giving Option 

Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option  
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com). 

Follow this QR Code to Online Giving. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor      Dave Hansen, Organist 

Robbie Helmer, Lesson Reader 
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Opening Hymn                    Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty  LSB 901 

 

 

 

 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.                                                                              Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650–80 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 
Baptism of Theodore Robert Mitchell 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 119:145–149; antiphon: Psalm 50:15 

P  Call upon me in the day of trouble; 
 I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me. 

C  With my whole heart I cry; answer me, O LORD! 
 I will keep your statutes. 

P  I call to you; save me, 
 that I may observe your testimonies. 

C  I rise before dawn and cry for help; 
 I hope in your words. 

P  My eyes are awake before the watches of the night, 
 that I may meditate on your promise. 

C  Hear my voice according to your steadfast love; 
 O LORD, according to your justice give me life. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

C  as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  Call upon me in the day of trouble; 
 I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me. 
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Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
  O Lord, let Your merciful ears be attentive to the prayers of Your servants, and by 

Your Word and Spirit teach us how to pray that our petitions may be pleasing before 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 18:20–33 
 20Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and 

their sin is very grave, 21I will go down to see whether they have done altogether 
according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.” 

 22So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood 
before the LORD. 23Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you 
then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far 
be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so 
that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do what is just?” 26And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the 
city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 

 27Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who 
am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you 
destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find 
forty-five there.” 29Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” 
He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh let not the 
Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will 
not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the 
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will 
not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again 
but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will 
not destroy it.” 33And the LORD went his way, when he had finished speaking to 
Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Colossians 2:6–19 
 6Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7rooted and built up 

in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
 8See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to 

human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to 
Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you have been filled 
in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11In him also you were circumcised 
with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the 
circumcision of Christ, 12having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were 
also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from 
the dead. 13And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set 
aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame, by triumphing over them in him. 

 16Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with 
regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17These are a shadow of the things to 
come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 18Let no one disqualify you, insisting on 
asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without 
reason by his sensuous mind, 19and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole 
body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a 
growth that is from God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Luke 11:1–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples 

said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2And he said to 
them, “When you pray, say: 

“Father, hallowed be your name. 
 Your kingdom come. 
 3Give us each day our daily bread, 
 4and forgive us our sins, 
  for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 
 And lead us not into temptation.” 

 5And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and 
say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6for a friend of mine has arrived on a 
journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7and he will answer from within, ‘Do 
not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot  

 get up and give you anything’? 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him 
anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give 
him whatever he needs. 9And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you 
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and 
the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 11What father 
among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12or if he 
asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and  
 was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Sermon Hymn                  Come, My Soul, with Every Care                             LSB 779 

 

 
 

5 While I am a pilgrim here, 

Let Thy love my spirit cheer; 

As my guide, my guard, my friend, 

Lead me to my journey’s end. 

 

6 Show me what is mine to do; 

Ev’ry hour my strength renew. 

Let me live a life of faith; 

Let me die Thy people’s death. 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.                                                     Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752–1817                                              Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 
Sermon                            "What About Unanswered Prayers?"               Luke 11:1-13   

 

 
Offering 
 

                     Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew. 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs. 
 

Heavenly Father, You hear the prayers of Your dear children and care for all their 
needs of body and soul. As we come before You with our petitions, unburden our 
hearts from the weight of our sins and troubles, and give us faith to live in light of Your 
promises. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, You have bestowed a high honor and duty upon Your Church by teaching her to 
pray and promising to hear her. Bless our pastors in their prayers for Your people, and 
hear us all as we offer our petitions in the name of Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Everlasting God, You have called the hearts of fathers to their children by bringing 
Your Son into our world. Nurture the life of prayer in the homes of Your people, that 
we all would know the full blessing of Your fatherly care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, You have ordered the nations that men would seek after You. Curb the 
wickedness of this world, embolden the witness of the righteous, and make our nation 
a repentant and faithful place where Your gracious presence is welcomed with 
thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Righteous Lord, You do not wink at wickedness, and You promise that Your patience 
with evil will not last forever. As You punished Sodom and rescued Lot in days of old, 
save Your people today and vanquish our enemies. Give us prayerful hearts to leave all 
vengeance in Your hands. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You promise to hear our prayers and, through them, to involve us in 
Your divine plan. As You heard and considered the prayers of faithful Abraham, hear 
our prayers on behalf of [_____________ and] all who suffer. Spare their lives, and 
through all things draw them ever closer to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P O Lord, give us a child’s confidence as we come to Your table this day, that we might 
approach it in sure and certain faith so that, in the gifts of Christ’s body and blood, 
the forgiveness we ask for will be given and the life we seek we will find. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, we ask Your blessing and look to You as the Giver of all good gifts. 
Make us ever eager to come to You in prayer and thanksgiving, as Your Son has taught 
us. By Your Holy Spirit, bring us to behold in Christ the fulfillment of those things for 
which we pray — Your holy name, Your coming kingdom, daily bread, forgiveness, 
shelter in temptation and deliverance from every evil; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  

      kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing hymn                    What a Friend We Have in Jesus  LSB 770 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 
Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832–1918 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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