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Sunday, June 1, 2025
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Steve Benson, Pastor: revstevieb@yahoo.com
Church Phone: 218-829-4317
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Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, June 1, 2025 - 9 am
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will take place in 2 different ways:

We will have communion at the rail.
At the time of communion, please wait for the usher to acknowledge you.

If you are unable to communion at the rail,
% Pastor and Elders will bring communion to you. Please indicate your need to
an Elder or an usher.

* As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we hold the
sacrament of Holy Communion to be most sacred, and thus, observe the practice
of close communion.

Rev. Steven Benson, Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Mark Erickson, Lesson Reader
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Opening Hymn My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less LSB 575
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1 My hope is built on noth - ing less Than Je - sus’
2 When dark - ness veils His love - ly face, 1 rest on
3 His oath, His cov - e - nant and blood Sup - port me
4 When He shall come with  trum - pet sound, Oh, may 1
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blood and righ - teous - ness; No mer - it of my
His un - chang - ing grace; In ev ry high and
in the rag - ing flood; When ev - ry earth - ly
then in Him be found, Clothed in His righ - teous -
A
P | | | T R
own I claim But whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
storm - y gale My an - chor holds with - 1n the veil.
prop gives way, He then 1S all my hope and stay.
ness a - lone, Re - deemed to stand be - fore His throne!
A Refrain . .
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On Christ, the sol-id rock, I stand; All oth-er ground is sink-ing sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Tune: John Stainer, 1840-1901
Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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Amen.

®=

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant,
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

)

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,
| therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Introit . Psalm 61:3, 5-8; antiphon: v. 1
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(P) Hear my cry, | O God,*
listen | to my prayer;
for you have been my | refuge,*
a strong tower against the | enemy.
(P) For you, O God, have | heard my vows;*
you have given me the heritage of those who | fear your name.
Prolong the life | of the king;*
may his years endure to all gener- | ations!
(P} May he be enthroned forever be- | fore God;*
appoint steadfast love and faithfulness to watch | over him!
So will | ever sing praises | to your name,*
as | perform my vows day | after day.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(P) Hear my cry, | O God,*
listen | to my prayer.

foryou have been my refuge, a
strong tower against the enemy.
. Psalm61:3




Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
o) — —
I | | I [ O

D)

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord.

A - men.



This Is the Feast

Refrain
[ & — h l

‘ .
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb___ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
A u Final Refrain — P—
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us
not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the
Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading Acts 1:12-26
2Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is
near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. '*And when they had entered, they
went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus
and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. "All these with one accord were
devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of
Jesus, and his brothers.
3In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in
all about 120) and said, "*“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the
Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became
a guide to those who arrested Jesus. '"For he was numbered among us and was
allotted his share in this ministry.” "®(Now this man bought a field with the reward
of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels
gushed out. ""And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the
field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 2°“For it is
written in the Book of Psalms,

“‘May his camp become desolate,
and let there be no one to dwell in it’;

and
“‘Let another take his office.’

2150 one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, 2?beginning from the baptism of John until the day when
he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his
resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also
called Justus, and Matthias. 2*And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the
hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen #to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” %°And
they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the
eleven apostles.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Epistle Revelation 22:1-20
"Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city;
also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding
its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. No
longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be
in it, and his servants will worship him. “They will see his face, and his name will be on
their foreheads. °And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for
the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
®And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of
the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take
place.” 7“And behold, | am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the
prophecy of this book.”

8], John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when | heard and saw them,
| fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, °but he said
to me, “You must not do that! | am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the
prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”

"%And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the
time is near. ""Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the
righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.”

12“Behold, | am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone

for what he has done. "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the end.”

“Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree
of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 'Outside are the dogs and
sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who
loves and practices falsehood.

16¢| Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches.

| am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”

""The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.”

And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life
without price.

'8 warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds
to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, ""and if anyone takes
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the
tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.

2He who testifies to these things says, “Surely | am coming soon.”

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel John 17:20-26
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[ Jesus said:] “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me
through their word, #'that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and | in
you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
22The glory that you have given me | have given to them, that they may be one even as
we are one, £l in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that
the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. *Father,
| desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where | am, to see
my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the
world. 20 righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, | know you,
and these know that you have sent me. %I made known to them your name, and | will
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in
them, and | in them.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644 sts. 1-5
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1 The Church’s one foun-da - tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev -’ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the earth;

3 Though with a scorn-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war

5 Yet she on earth has u - nion With God, the Three in One,
e e
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
And mys - tic sweet com-mu - nion With those whose rest is won.
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From heav’n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par-takes one ho - ly food,
Yet saints their watch are keep - ing; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
Till with the vi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
o bless - ed heav’'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by Your grace
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - 'ry grace en-dued.
And soon the night of weep -ing Shallbe the morn of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.
That we, like saints be - fore us, May see You face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt.
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
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Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,

not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also

for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living

and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life "} of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
(P) Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that

sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit,
the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all
faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in
our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness in
lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Following each petition...

(P)

@

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the
sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Graduatiow Receptiow
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Musical Offering “Beautiful Savior” Mary Matrick

Offering

Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew.

Preface LSB 160
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight
was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus . LSB 161

|

[
i I I [ I
L/ I [ [

! % y— ' {
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My *I body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My -1+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637
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1 Draw  near and take the bod - y of the Lord,
2 He who His  saints in this world rules and shields,
A 3 Come for - ward then with faith - ful hearts sin - cere,
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And drink the ho - ly blood for you out - poured;
To all be - liev - ers life e - ter - nal yields;
And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
f) . .
p” A | I | |
o> ———f* . 2, = o s —T —
ANV 4 | | I e | [ |
g ' | ' ' |
Of - fered was He for great - est and for  least,
With heav’'n - ly bread He makes the hun - gry whole,
0) Lord, our hearts with grate - ful thanks en - dow
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Him - self the vic - tim and Him - self the priest.
Gives liv - ing wa - ters to the thirst - ing soul.
in this feast of love You bless us now.

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt. ~ Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois Text and tuné: Public domain
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| Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618
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11 come, O Sav - ior, to Thy ta - ble, For weak and
2 Thy heart is filled with fer-vent yearn-ing  That sin - ners
3Un - wor-thy though I am, O Sav - ior, Be - cause 1
4 Wea - ry am I and heav-y lad - en; With sin my
5 What high - er gift can we in - her - it? It is faith’s
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wea - ry is my soul; Thou, Bread of Life, a -
may sal -va - tion see Who, Lord, to Thee in
have a  sin - ful heart, Yet Thou Thy lamb  wilt
soul is sore op - pressed; Re - ceive me gra - cious-
bond and sol - id base; It is the strength  of
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lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and make me whole:
faith are turn - ing; So I, a sin - ner, come to Thee.
ban - ish nev - er, For Thou my faith - ful shep-herd art:
ly and glad -den My  heart, for I am now Thy guest.
heart and spir - it, The cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
Refrain . .
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig
Tune: Public domain

Allgluia! Sing to Jesus LSB 821
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1Al - le - lu - ia! Sing to Je - sus; His the
2Al - le - lu - ial Not as or - phans Are we
3Al - le - lu - ia! Bread of heav - en, Here on
4 Al - le - lu - ia! King e ter - nal, Lord om -
5Al - le - lu - 1ial Sing to Je - sus; His the
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scep - ter, His the throne; Al - le - lu - ia! His the
left in  sor - row now; Al - le - lu - 1a! He is
earth our food, our stay; Al - le - lu - ia! Here the
nip - o - tent we own; Al - le - lu - 1ia! Born of
scep - ter, His the throne; Al - le - lu - 1ia! His the
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tri - umph, His the vic - to - ry a - lone.
near us;  Faith be - lieves, nor ques - tions how.
sin - ful Flee to  You from  day to day.
Mar - vy, Earth Your foot - stool, heav’n Your throne.
tri - umph, His the vic - to - ry a - lone.
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Hark! The songs of peace - ful Zi - on Thun - der
Though the cloud from sight re - ceived Him When the
In - ter - ces - sor, Friend of sin - ners, Earth’s Re -
As with - in the veil You en - tered, Robed in
Hark! The songs of peace - ful Zi - on Thun - der
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like a might - y flood: “Je - sus  out of
for - ty days were O’er, Shall our hearts for -
deem - er, hear  our plea Where the  songs of
flesh, our  great High Priest, Here on earth  both
like a might - y flood: “Je - sus  out of
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ev - ’ry na - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood.”
get His prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er-more”?
all the sin - less Sweep a - cross the crys - tal sea.
priest and vic - tim In the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
ev - ’ry na - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood.”

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.

Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87
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At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing LSB 633
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1 At the Lamb’s high feast we  sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose Ilove di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal  blood is poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
-y ! —] ; | i e e —
Rfe-—— -
our vic-to - rious King, Who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred blood for wine, Gives His bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathesthe sword; Is - rael’s hosts  tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; With sin - cer - 1 - ty and love
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - lu - ia!
Christ the  vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al -le - Iu - ia!
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - lu - ia!
Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-1le - lu - ial

You have conquered i

Alleluia!

5 Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;

n the fight,

You have brought us life and light.

Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,

And Your saints in You shall rise.

Alleluia!

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.

Alleluia!

/\8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your hame we praise.

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, alt.

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray.

Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice

Text and tune: Public domain

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
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Farewell and Godspeed to-Pastor and Lig

Pastor Steve & Liz are presented before the altar. Pastor Becker addresses the congregation.

()

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Pastor Steve Benson has accepted a call to

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in Rockford and Concordia Lutheran Church and School

in Machesney Park, Illinois. It is now time to bid Pastor Steve and Liz and their family
farewell and Godspeed. Beloved in the Lord, in Holy Baptism you became members
of the holy Christian Church, and our Lord’s Word and Sacraments have nourished
you in this congregation for 13 years. At this time of farewell and Godspeed, let us
hear the Word of the Lord.

3| thank my God in all my remembrance of you, “always in every prayer of mine for
you all making my prayer with joy, >because of your partnership in the gospel from
the first day until now. ®And | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. ’It is right for me to feel this
way about you all, because | hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me
of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.
8For God is my witness, how | yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.

®Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

Let us pray.

O Lord God, merciful and gracious Father, we give thanks for all the blessings You
have bestowed on this congregation, its members, and the Church through the ministry
of Your servant Pastor Steve Benson. By Your Holy Spirit grant him grace in his new
field of service, readiness, and steadfastness in his ministry, patience, understanding,
a cheerful spirit, and great zeal. Support and strengthen him that by Your Word Your
Church may be built and increased; through Your Son, our great High Priest, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.

Amen.

Let us also pray for our pastor’s family as they depart from us.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that You have so faithfully nourished our
pastor’s family with us in the communion of this congregation. Bless, protect, and
defend them as they now depart from us. Preserve them in the confession of Your
name and in loving service to others. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints and
bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Go in peace and joy. The almighty and most merciful God, the Father, the ~- Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be with you, and bless and strengthen you for faithful service in His
name.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with His favor and I give you His peace.
Amen.

The Lord lift up
His countenance
upon you
and give you peace.

=Nunrbers 626

19



Go, My Children, with My Blessing - with a special 5" verse

LSB 922 sts. 1-4
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1 Go, My chil-dren, with My bless -ing, Nev - er a - lone.
2 Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
3 Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Clos - er to Me;
41 the Lord will bless and keep you And give  you peace;
5 Thank You Lord for Pastor Ben—son A gift from You
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Wak - ing, sleep-ing, 1 am with you; You are My own. In My
Here you learned how much 1 love you, What 1 can cure. Here you
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, Joy - ful and free. Here My
I the Lord will smile up-on you And give youpeace: I the

For Liz

'S

and

Da -vid, Lydia and Jona- thon, Lives lived

for You. Keep them
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love’s bap - tis - mal riv - er 1
heard My dear Son’s sto - ry; Here you touched Him, saw His
Spir - it’s pow - er filled you; Here His
Lord will be your Fa - ther, Sav - ior,

I
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have made you Mine

Com - fort - er,

for - ev - er
glo - 1y

ten - der com - fort stilled you.

and Broth - er.

safe as they de—part us, Thank You that they served here with us.

_9 | 1 | I e

@Bb { N— il ‘l- J\} i I f i N

3 : o —3 o "L = o o
Go, My chil-dren, with My bless-ing— You are My own.
Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Joy - ful and free.
Go, My chil-dren; I will keep you And give  you peace.
Go, withthem and keep themwith You AIll  through their days.

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835

Tune: Welsh, 18th cent.
Tune: Public domain
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