
To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

 
Sunday, May 11, 2025 

Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church. 
We are blessed to have you worship with us today. 

Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register. 
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a  

“You’re Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.   
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you. 

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com 
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net 

Steve Benson, Pastor: revstevieb@yahoo.com 
Church Phone: 218-829-4317 
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Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS 

220 North 8th Street 
Brainerd MN  56401 

 
Sunday, May 11, 2025 – 9 am         

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.   
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,  

please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you. 
 

Online Giving Option 
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option  

on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com). 
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Steven Benson, Pastor              Dave Hansen, Organist 

Jared Reese, Lesson Reader 
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Opening Hymn                            Father Welcomes  LSB 605 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949 

Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835 

 
 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let  
 us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from  
 our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy  
 of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:  
 God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

 
Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 
 You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
 Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
 Honor your father and your mother. 
 You shall not murder. 
 You shall not commit adultery. 
 You shall not steal. 
 You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
 You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant,  
               his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives  
 you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  

 I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son  
 and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want  LSB 710 

 

 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh                                    Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853                                                   Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Kyrie 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of 

Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd  
 we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through  
 the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the  
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
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First Reading Hebrews 13:20–21 
   20Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 

great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
Epistle Revelation 7:9–17 
    9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and 
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

    13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white 
robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said 
to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15“Therefore they are 
before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits 
on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17For the Lamb  

  in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of 
living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
Faith Statement Lydia Porisch 
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Holy Gospel John 10:22–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

     22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and 
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered 
around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 
Christ, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. 
The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26but you do not 
believe because you are not part of my flock. 27My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and  

   no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and 
the Father are one.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb  LSB 740 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, 1784, Leipzig                           Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 
 
Confirmation Of Lydia Porisch 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has  
 been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized 
in the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses 
Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever 
denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up 
your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now 
ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the  
 gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
  

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 
  

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from  
 the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

  

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God? 

R I do.  
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P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the 
Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful  

 and true? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to 
remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, 
even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the 
teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As 
you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has 
begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

The catechumen kneels to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hand 
on the head of the catechumen and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead while 
saying: 
 

P Lydia Rose Porisch, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. Hear the word of God from Psalm 
47:1, “Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!” 

R Amen. 
 

P Let us pray. 
 Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in 

bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior,  
 Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth  
 to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may 

continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good fight 
of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 
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Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  LSB 805 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Offering 

                     Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
P Heavenly Father, in Your name Your Son purchased us with His own most holy blood, 

and He now leads us through the gate of death to our eternal home with You. As the 
sheep of His fold, inspire us to hear His voice gladly and to follow Him steadfastly 
through every tribulation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

Following each petition… 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  
P O Lord, You promised to raise up a shepherd to deliver Your sheep from all their 

enemies. We give You thanks for giving us Your own Son to be our Good Shepherd. 
Grant us to hear His voice, know Him by faith and follow where He leads, that He  

 may deliver us into Your arms forever; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, 
all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 178 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
 Lord God of power and might: 
 Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  
For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us 
from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new 
life in Him. 

  
Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into 
death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through 
death to the promised land of life eternal. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 



11 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
        Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
        kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when  
 He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;  

 this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,  
 He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in  

 My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as  
 you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Sit 

 
Distribution for the Confirmation Student and family only 

 
Crown Him with Many Crowns  LSB 525 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                    Have No Fear, Little Flock  LSB 735 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 2–4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931–2010    Text (st. 1) and tune: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930–2022 

Text and tune: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835 
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