To-Know Christ and to- Make Himv Knoww

“Do you

LOVE

me?” ...

Sunday, May 4, é025
Third Sunday of Easter

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Steve Benson, Pastor: revstevieb@yahoo.com
Church Phone: 218-829-4317
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Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, May 4, 2025 - 9 am
Third Sunday of Easter

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will take place in 2 different ways:

We will have communion in continuous flow style.
% At the time of communion, please wait for the usher to acknowledge you.

If you are unable to receive communion through continuous flow,
<+ Pastor and Elders will bring communion to you. Please indicate your need to
an Elder or an usher.

% As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we hold the
sacrament of Holy Communion to be most sacred, and thus, observe the practice
of close communion.

Rev. Steven Benson, Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Jana Hansen, Lesson Reader
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Op:ning Hymn In Thee Is Gladness LSB 818
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To Thee are cleav - ing; Naught can us sev - er: Al-le-lu -ial
And still shall raise Him Glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le-lu-ia!

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556-c. 1622
Text and tune: Public domain



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Ten Commandments
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You shall have no other gods.

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

Honor your father and your mother.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant,
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,

| therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Introit Psalm 145:4-7, 9; antiphon: v. 10

(P} All your works shall give thanks to you, | O Lorb,*
and all your saints shall | bless you!

One generation shall commend your works to an- | other,*
and shall declare your | mighty acts.

(P) On the glorious splendor of your | majesty,*
and on your wondrous works, | will | meditate.

They shall speak of the might of your | awesome deeds,*
and | will declare your | greatness.

(P] They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant | goodness*
and shall sing aloud of your | righteousness.

The LoRD is | good to all,*
and his mercy is over all that | he has made.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

(P All your works shall give thanks to you, | O LORD,*
and all your saints shall | bless you!

Psalm 145:9 The Lord is
good to all, And His tender

mercies are over all His

works. (NKJV)



Kyrie LSB 152

No>

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
ﬂ [—
g 1 | e— | | | I ]
b I [ | | | 1]
e e S ™ E—
D)
Lord, have mer - cy.
[ 9 I ]
2 b I |
Hea g | L
N o ot D_._cﬁ
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.

A - men.



This Is the Feast

Refrain
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

LSB 155



(P) Let us pray.
0 God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to
Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness
and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 9:1-22
'But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went
to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that
if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 3Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a
light from heaven flashed around him. “And falling to the ground he heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who are
you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ®But rise and enter
the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” “The men who were traveling with
him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8Saul rose from the ground,
and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. °And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate
nor drank.
""Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here | am, Lord.” "'And the Lord said to him, “Rise
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul, for behold, he is praying, '?and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” *But
Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he
has done to your saints at Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests
to bind all who call on your name.” "®But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children
of Israel. "®For | will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”
'7So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” '®And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then
he rose and was baptized; and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he
was with the disciples at Damascus. °And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” #'And all who heard him were amazed
and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon
this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the
chief priests?” #2But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews
who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Revelation 5:1-14
'"Then | saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written
within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2And | saw a strong angel proclaiming
with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3And no one
in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it,
4and | began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to
look into it. >And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its
seven seals.” °And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the
elders | saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And he
went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne.
8And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense,
which are the prayers of the saints. °And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
%and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”

""Then | looked, and | heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
2saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” '*And | heard every
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in
them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor
and glory and might forever and ever!” "And the four living creatures said, “Amen!”
and the elders fell down and worshiped.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel John 21:1-19
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and

he revealed himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael
of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together.
3Simon Peter said to them, “l am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with
you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. “Just
as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it
was Jesus. >Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him,
“No.” ®He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the
quantity of fish. "That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the
Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment,

for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8The other disciples
came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land,
but about a hundred yards off.

When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it,
and bread. "Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.”
"So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of
them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. '2Jesus said to them,
“Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?”
They knew it was the Lord. *Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and
so with the fish. “This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples
after he was raised from the dead.

>When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”
He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” '®He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John,
do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” He said to
him, “Tend my sheep.” "He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you
love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?”
and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said
to him, “Feed my sheep. "8Truly, truly, | say to you, when you were young, you used to
dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch
out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to
go.” "°(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after
saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

| Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
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Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724-82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941

Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brider-Gemeinen, 1784, Leipzig Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
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Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,

not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also

for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living

and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life "} of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
(P} Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that

sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit,
the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all
faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in
our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness in
lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Following each petition...

(P)

P

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the
sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.
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Offering

Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew.

Preface LSB 160
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we
bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His
dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting
life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My -1+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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Christ the Lord Is Risen Today LSB 469

49 T 'y t T - f
i i [ T f ®
o o e £ -

1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day!” Saints on earth and an - gels say;
2 Love’s re-deem-ing work is done, Fought the fight, the bat - tle won;
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ hath burst the gates of hell.
4 Lives a-gain our glo-rious King! Where, O death, is now thy sting?
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Raise your joys and tri - umphs high; Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, re - ply.
Lo! Our Sun’s e-clipse is oer; Lol He sets in blood no more.
Death in vain for-bids His  rise; Christ has o - pened par - a - dise.
Once He died our souls to save; Where thy vic - to - ry, O grave?
5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!
Foll’wing our exalted Head. Praise to Thee by both be giv’'n!
Made like Him, like Him we rise; Thee we greet triumphant now:
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Hail, the resurrection, Thou!
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt. Tune: French, 13th cent. Text and tune: Public domain
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He’s Risen, He’s Risen LSB 480
I T I = f
i e — e P P e s i i ™
) » i i : : i i
1 He’s ris - en, He’s ris - en, Christ Je - sus, the Lord;
2 The foe was tri - um - phant when on Cal - va - ry
3 But short was their tri - umph; the Sav - ior a - rose,
4 0O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
AS Then sing your ho - san - nas and raise your glad voice;
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He o - pened death’s pris - on, thein - car - nate, true Word.
The Lord of cre - a - tion was nailed to the tree.
And death, hell, and Sa - tan He van - quished, His foes.
Christ rose, and now o - pen is fair E - den’s door.
Pro - claim the blest tid - ings that all may re - joice.
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Break forth, hosts of heav - en, in ju - bi - lant song
In Sa - tan’s do-main did the hosts shout and jeer,
The con - quer - ing Lord lifts His ban - ner on high;
For all our trans-gres - sions His blood does a - tone;
Laud, hon - or, and praise to the Lamb that was slain:
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And earth, sea, and moun - tain their prais - es pro - long.
For Je - sus was slain, whom the e - vil ones fear.
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nev - er-more die.
Re - deemed and for - giv - en, we now are His own.
With Fa - ther and Spir - it He ev - er shall reign.

Text: C. F. W. Walther, 1811-87, abr.; tr. Anna M. Meyer, 1867-1941, alt.

Tune: C. F. W. Walther, 1811-87

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835

Tune: Public domain
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| Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618
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11 come, O Sav - ior, to Thy ta - ble, For weak and
2 Thy heart is filled with fer-vent yearn-ing  That sin - ners
3Un - wor-thy though I am, O Sav - ior, Be - cause 1
4 Wea - ry am I and heav-y lad - en; With sin  my
5 What high - er gift can we in - her - it? It is faith’s
49 . i T 3 ! I f
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wea - 1y is my soul; Thou, Bread of Life, a -
may sal -va - tion see Who, Lord, to Thee in
have a sin - ful heart, Yet Thou Thy  lamb wilt
soul is sore op - pressed; Re - ceive me gra - cious-
bond and sol - id base; It is the strength  of
_9 . I S T ; f I
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lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and make me whole:
faith are turn - ing; So I, a sin - ner, come to Thee.
ban - ish nev - er, For Thou my faith - ful shep-herd art:
ly and glad -den My  heart, for I am now Thy guest.
heart and spir - it, The cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray.

Tune: Public domain

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
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Benediction LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with His favor and I give you His peace.

Amen.
Ha(\)/e No Fear, Little Flock LSB 735
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; Have no fear, Iit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; Have good cheer, lit-tle
3 Praise the Lord  high a - bove; Praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raise to God; Thank - ful hearts raise to
f) |
P A
ANV 4 | | [ 'g r g ﬁ { Ik\l
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flock, For the Fa - ther has cho - sen To
flock, For the Fa - ther will keep you In
bove, For He stoops down to heal vyou, Up -
God, For He stays close be - side you, In
| N . =
] | |
T .o
give you the King-dom; Have no fear, lit-tle flock!
His love for - ev - er; Have good cheer, lit-tle flock!
lift and re - store you; Praise the Lord high a - bove!

all things works with you; Thank-ful hearts raise to God!

Text (sts. 2-4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931-2010
Text (st. 1) and tune: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930-2022
Text and tune: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835
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