To-Know Christ and to- Make Himv Knoww

and through Him
to reconcile all things
to Himself
having made peace
through the

blood

of His cross
through Him, | say,
whether things on earth
or things in heaven

Colossians 1:20

Sunday, November 23, 2025
Last Sunday of the Church Year

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317
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Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, November 23, 2025 - 9 am
Last Sunday of the Church Year

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Diane Stydnicki, Lesson Reader



Opening Hymn

_9 Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense LSB 741
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1 Je - sus Christ, my sure de-fense And my Sav - ior, now is
2 Je - sus, my Re-deem - er, lives; Like - wise 1 to life shall
3 No, too close - ly I am bound By my hope to Christ for-
41 am flesh and must re - turn To the dust, whence I am
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liv - ing! Know - ing this, my con - fi-dence
wak - en He will bring me  where He is;
ev - er; Faith’s strong hand the Rock has found,
tak - en; But by faith I now dis - cern
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Rests up - on the hope here giv - en, Though the
Shall my cour-age then be shak - en? Shall I
Grasped it, and will leave it nev - e€r; E - ven
That from death I shall a - wak - en With my
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night of death be fraught Still with man-y an anx - ious thought.
fear, or could the Head Rise and leave His mem - bers dead?
death now can - not part From its Lord the trust - ing heart.
Sav - ior to a - bide In His glo - ry, at His side.

5 Glorified, | shall anew
With this flesh then be enshrouded;
In this body | shall view
God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded;
In this flesh | then shall see
Jesus Christ eternally.

6 Then take comfort and rejoice,
For His members Christ will cherish.
Fear not, they will hear His voice;
Dying, they will never perish;
For the very grave is stirred
When the trumpet’s blast is heard.

7 Laugh to scorn the gloomy grave
And at death no longer tremble;

He, the Lord, who came to save

Will at last His own assemble.

They will go their Lord to meet,
Treading death beneath their feet.

8 O, then, draw away your hearts
From all pleasures base and hollow;
Strive to share what He imparts
While you here His footsteps follow.
As you now still wait to rise,
Fix your hearts beyond the skies!

Text: Otto von Schwerin, 1616-79; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: Johann Cruiger, 1598-1662

Text and tune: Public domain
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In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

B>

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

®F

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

® &

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Introit Psalm 134; antiphon: Psalm 33:8

(P) Let all the earth fear the LORD;
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!

Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD,

who stand by night in the house of the LORD!
Lift up your hands to the holy place

and bless the LoRD!
May the LORD bless you from Zion,

he who made heaven and earth!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Let all the earth fear the LORD;

let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo -ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. Forgive Your
people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful goodness, may enter
at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:13-18
13“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we
spoken against you?’ You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of
our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? >And
now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the
test and they escape.’”

'*Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and
heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared
the LORD and esteemed his name. "“They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the
day when | make up my treasured possession, and | will spare them as a man spares his
son who serves him. "®Then once more you shall see the distinction between the
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve
him.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Colossians 1:13-20
3He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom
of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. "®For by him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.
7And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. '®And he is the head
of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
everything he might be preeminent. "°For in him all the fullness of God was pleased
to dwell, 2%and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message



Alleluia and Verse

9 I s S |

o s e e T e e S T,e" e

o o _ | I
Al - le-1u - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

h N I \ | L \
HA— ma— P—1 B——  — — B
H&— — s o o o | T o | o ¢ |

J & et

These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 23:27-43

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Z7And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who

were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters

of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.
2For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and

the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!” 3°Then they will begin
to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 3'For if they do these
things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 3*And
when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 3*And Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments.
3And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved
others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 3*The soldiers
also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 3’and saying, “If you are the
King of the Jews, save yourself!” 3¥There was also an inscription over him, “This is the
King of the Jews.”

¥0ne of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ?
Save yourself and us!” “°But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? “'And we indeed justly, for
we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”
“And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” “And he said
to him, “Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life - everlasting.

Amen.
CoAne to Calvary’s Holy Mountain LSB 435
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1 Come to Cal-vry’s ho - ly moun-tain, Sin - ners, ru - ined
2 Come in pov - er - ty and mean - ness, Come de - filed, with -
3 Come in sor - row and con - tri - tion, Wound-ed, im - po -
4 They that drink shall live for - ev - er; "Tis a soul - re -
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by the fall; Here a pure and heal - ing foun - tain
out, with - in; From in - fec - tion and un - clean - ness,
tent, and blind; Here the guilt -y, free re - mis - sion,
new - ing flood. God is faith-ful; God  will nev - er
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Flows for you, for me, for all, In a full, per -
From the lep - ro - sy of  sin, Wash  your robes and
Here the trou-bled, peace may find. Health  this  foun - tain
" Break His cov - e - nant of blood, Signed when our Re -
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pet - ual tide, O - pened when our Sav - ior died.
make them white; Ye shall walk with God in light.
will re - store; They that drink shall thirst no more.
deem - er died, Sealed when He was glo - ri - fied.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.

Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-
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Sermon "Jesus, Always Thinking of You" Luke 23:27-43

Offering

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

Prayer of the Church

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.

O Lord, grant that we may rejoice in Christ, who displays His kingly reign first from
the cross and on whom we wait for the revelation of all that is to come, that we may
enter into our eternal rest by the merits of Christ alone. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, bless this congregation and Your whole Church with faithful pastors and church
workers who speak without embarrassment or apology the Gospel of Christ crucified
and risen. Grant that we, as hearers of this Gospel, may respond with thanksgiving.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, by Christ’s atoning death we are spared as sons and estimated as treasured
possessions of the Father. Bless all Christian homes, that as the children of Your
kingdom we would grow in the fear of the Lord and the esteem of Your name, serve
You faithfully, and walk in Your charge undismayed by the prosperity of the wicked,
until all is revealed at the Last Day. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, let the earth fear You and all the world’s inhabitants stand in awe of Your
Christ, for You alone with the Holy Spirit are King of kings and Lord of lords. Preserve
those who fear and serve You in this fallen world. Maintain good government among us.
Even so, come quickly Lord Jesus, for Your kingdom is not of this world and our
citizenship is with You in heaven. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, grant healing and peace to all those afflicted in body and mind. Relieve
the suffering, give peace to the dying and comfort those who grieve, [especially
,] that in their need You may be their strength and peace. Lord,

in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



O Lord, preserve Your people from all temptation and amid all trial, lest they give into
the power of evil or despair. Grant that Your people be bold and faithful witnesses to
those around them. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Christ, our King, in Your blood the saints of all ages wash their robes and find
entrance to paradise with You. Bring us also with them out of death and the grave and
into resurrection and eternal life at the Last Day, when we will see You crowned with
glory; for You are the Lamb who was slain and now lives and reigns with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OUR FATHER
WHO ART IN

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

Benediction

@

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 1+ give you peace.
Amen.



Closing Hymn

Lift High the Cross

LSB 837 sts. ref-6
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Lift high the cross, the love  of Christ pro-claim Till
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1 Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap -tain  trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um - phant  sign,
3 All new - born sol - diers of the Cru - ci - fied
4 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo-rious tree,
Refvai
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Our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The  hosts  of God in con - qu'ring ranks com-bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.
As Thou  hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.
5 Let ev'ry race and ev’ry language tell

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835
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