
 

 
 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

 
Sunday, November 30, 2025 

First Sunday in Advent 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church. 
We are blessed to have you worship with us today. 

Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack. 
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a  

“You’re Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.   
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you. 

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com 
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net 

Church Phone: 218-829-4317 

http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net
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Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 

220 North 8th Street 
Brainerd MN  56401 

 
Sunday, November 30, 2025 – 9 am 

First Sunday in Advent 

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.   
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,  

please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you. 
 

Online Giving Option 
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option  

on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com). 
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving. 

 

 
 

 
Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor                                Dave Hansen, Organist 

Jerry Steinke, Lesson Reader 
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Opening Hymn                       Savior of the Nations, Come    LSB 332 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 
Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 
2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973      Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let  
 us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of  

 God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,  
 be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

P  Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 

C  Save us, we pray, O LORD! 
 O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

P  Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
 We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

C  The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
 Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 

P  You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
 you are my God; I will extol you. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

C  as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
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Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
 Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued 

from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for  
 You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 
 1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 2It shall come to pass in the latter days 
 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 
 come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Romans 13:8–14 
 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; 
the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in 
sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Children's Message 

 

 
 
Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 24:36–44 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 36[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 
39and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and 
one left. 41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 
42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But 
know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the 
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour you do not expect. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
           maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Prepare the Royal Highway    LSB 343 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.                       Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835                                                                        Tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
Sermon Text                            No Christmas?                               Matthew 21:1-11   

 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the peace from above, that our Lord’s advent might kindle in us a love for His 
name, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P That the church would be preserved against all her enemies; and that we, as God’s 
people, would walk in His ways and one day welcome with glad hosannas Jesus in  

 His glory, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For Christian homes, that God would defend the single, husbands and wives, and all 
children from the temptation to walk in the works of darkness, clothing them instead 
with the armor of light, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For our president, governor and all in temporal authority, that godly wisdom would 
guide policy and lead nations into the way of peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those in great need, those afflicted with physical and mental ills, those whose 
hearts are touched by grief, and those in their last days on earth, [especially 
_____________,] let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For unity amongst God’s people, that we may confess with one voice the truth of the 
Word and live together in love and anticipation for that day when Christ shall return  

 in triumph and we will enter with all the saints into the marriage feast of the Lamb 
without end; and that we would here discern the body and blood of Christ in this holy 
meal, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank, bless and praise You forever that You have  
 sent Your Son to reign over us poor sinners, who for our trespasses deserve rightly to 

remain in bondage to sin and Satan. You have given us a righteous and humble King 
who, through His death, has saved us from sin and eternal death. We implore You, 
enlighten, govern and direct us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may remain faithful to 

 this righteous King and Savior and not be offended by His humble appearance or 
despised Word, but believe in Him and obtain eternal salvation; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

 one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
 give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Offering 

              Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                  Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come    LSB 350 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.    
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November 30, 2025 – December 6, 2025 
Please call the church office, 829-4317, at any time with any need you may have. You may 
leave a voice mail during times the office is not staffed. We will forward your message to the 
appropriate person. If there is an emergency, please contact one of the Elders. Please contact 
the church office if you wish to include someone in the Weekly Prayer Card. Announcements are 
printed on Thursday afternoon. Please have requests submitted to the office before noon on 
Thursday. 

 

 
Those who have requested prayers this week. 

Steve  Steve  Tyrone  
Scott  Mark  Betty  
Lois Nancy Lynn 

Laurie 
Nicole’s mother 

Robert  
Nicole’s father 

Jeff  
Friend/relative of Shelly  

Cheryl  
Friend of Sharon  

Kimberlie  
Tracie’s sister 

Jeanette  
Ken’s brother’s mother-in-law 

Judy  
Susan’s sister 

Kathy 
Friend of Marki  

Mike  
Brother of Mary  

Ruby Rose  
Douglass’ niece 

Beth  
Amber’s aunt 

Karen  
Friend of Amanda  

Clayton 
Tom’s son-in-law 

Gary  
John’s brother 

 

 

 
Birthdays 

Mike – December 3 
 

Anniversaries 
Jason & Amber – December 4, 21 years 

Mark & Lisa – December 5, 27 years 
 
 
 

Other Prayers 
• God’s wisdom for President Trump and his staff, Governor Walz, and all elected officials 

as they grapple with our community, state, nation, and world. 
• Guard and protect EMS, police officers, firefighters, military men & women. 
• Comfort for all who struggle with depression and anxiety, especially those who are 

contemplating suicide. Help them find their value in You. 
• Comfort for those who mourn and families going through hospice. 
• Comfort and strength for those who are imprisoned or incarcerated and their families. 
•  
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The Congregations of the Fergus Falls Circuit:, especially: 

Rev. Gregory DeMuth – St. John’s, Barnesville 
Rev. Craig Palach – St. John, Elizabeth 

Vacancy - Grace Lutheran, Breckenridge  
 

 ELDERS RSST ACOLYTES READER 
Sun, 9 am Brandon B & 

Todd W 
All available Blake & Kaydence Jerry S 

 
 Mon, 6 pm Rob L & Collin R    

 

 

 

 

***Upcoming Events*** 

➢ Sun, Nov 30 – Advent Services begin 

➢ Sat, Dec 6 @ 10 am – Decorate the church for Advent 

➢ Wed, Dec 3 at noon & 6 pm – Advent  Worship Services with meals at 1 & 5 pm 

 

 

 

  Join us Sunday mornings following 
Worship for Bible Study on Paul’s Letter to 
the Ephesians.   

The Wednesday morning class is studying 
“The Chosen” series Bible Study. 

 
 
 

Door Offering today (5th Sunday) will go to Bridges of Hope 

 to help support their efforts this holiday season. 
 

 

 

Thank you to everyone that donated to fill a pew for the needy.  

The Sunday school children are very thankful and surprised at 

the amount donated! 
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If your group would like to serve Advent meals one week, please sign up on 

the list in the Gathering Hall. Dates and times available are 1 & 5 pm on 

Wednesday, Dec 3
rd

, 10
th

 (filled), and 17
th

.  

 

***ZION’S WEEKLY CALENDAR*** 

Sun, Nov 30 
5th Sunday Door Offering 
for Bridges of Hope 

9:00 am 
10:15 am 
11:30 am 

Worship  
Bible Study/Sunday School Program Practice 
Board of Education Meeting 

Mon, Dec 1 6:00 pm Monday Worship  
Tue, Dec 2 5:30 pm Elders & Trustees Meetings 
Wed, Dec 3 10:30 am 

Noon 
1:00 & 

5:00 pm 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Bible Study – The Chosen 
Advent Worship 
Thanksgiving Worship 
Advent Lunch & Dinner Meals 
Advent Worship 
Confirmation & SHY  

Fri, Dec 5 4:30 pm Board of Outreach Meeting 
Sat, Dec, 6 10:00 am Advent Church Decorating 
Sun, Dec 7 
 

9:00 am 
10:15 am 
11:30 am 

Worship w/LS 
Bible Study/Sunday School Program Practice 
Board of Youth Meeting 

 

 

Today’s Light Devotional Bible Readings:  Everyone is invited to join in reading  

the Bible in a 2-year church plan. Each week we will list the daily passages to 

read. There are no readings assigned for Sunday, it is a day of rest and worship.  

  The next week’s readings are: 

    Monday, Dec 1: 1st John 1:1-10 

    Tuesday, Dec 2: 1st John 2:1-27 

    Wednesday, Dec 3: 1st John 2:28-3:24 

    Thursday, Dec 4: 1st John 4:1-21 

    Friday, Dec 5: 1st John 5:1-21 

    Saturday, Dec 6: 2nd John vs 1-13 

         Sunday Church 
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2026 Contribution Envelopes are in the Lounge. If you would like one but don’t 

find one with your name, please check with the Office. We’ll see that you get 

one. 

 

If you’ve been filling a Mite Box, please return it by Sunday,        

December 7
th

.  

 

Call Committee Update 
The Call Committee has been gathering data and information about Zion in order to 
fill out the Call Document that will be sent to a Pastor that we would like to extend 
a call to.  Currently we are analyzing 14 names that have been given to us from the 
LCMS North District Office.  We will select the top 2-3 and present them to the 
congregation to vote on the one that we would like to extend a call to.  Please 
continue to pray with the Call Committee during the Call Process.  If you have any 
questions, please reach out to a Call Committee member. 
 
Rob Larson Todd Wallin Josh Klukas Carol Bollig Harriet “Hap” Veenker           
DJ Collins Kelly Brown Joe Johnson Ken Toole 
 
 

List of Pastors on Zion’s Call List  
Rev. Nickolas Kooi – Emmaus Lutheran Church, St. Paul MN 
Rev. Jeffery Ross – St. John Lutheran Church, Garfield MN 
Rev. Douglas Slavens - Memorial Lutheran, Sioux Falls SD 
Rev. David Behm - Concordia Lutheran Church, Williston ND 
Rev. Timothy Gall - Bethlehem Lutheran, Pleasant Dale NE 
Rev. Gregory Schaffer – St. Peter Lutheran Church, Davenport NE 
Rev. Quinton Anderson - Concordia University, Irvine CA 
Rev. Jared Cooksey - Christ Lutheran Church, Eagan MN 
Rev. Kale Hanson - Zion Lutheran Church, Bethalto IL 
Rev. Dr. Aaron Hutton - Christ Lutheran Church, Lincoln NE 
Rev. Andrew Lehenbauer - St. Paul Lutheran Church, Concordia MO 
Rev. Joshua Reber - Faith & Trinity Lutheran Churches, St. Cloud & Clear Lake MN 
Rev. Dr. Benjamin Squires - Bethel Lutheran, Gurnee IL 
Rev. Craig Wehmeyer - Immanuel, Washington MO 

 


