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For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and all
are justified freely by his grace

through the redemption that

came by, Christ Jesus.

Romans 3;23-24

Sunday, October 26, 2025
Reformation Day

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317
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Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, October 26, 2025 - 9 am

Reformation Day

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Diane Stydnicki, Lesson Reader
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Opening Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 656
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1 A might - vy for - tress is our God,
2 With  might of  ours can naught be done,
3 Though dev - ils all the world should fill,
4 The Word they  still shall let re - main
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A trust -y shield and weap - on;
Soon were our loss ef - fect - ed;
All ea - ger to de - vour us,
Nor an -y thanks have for it;
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He  helps us free from ev - Iy need
But for us fights the val - iant One,
We trem - ble not, we fear no il;
" He’s by our side up - on the plain
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That  hath us now o’er - tak - en.

Whom God Him - self e - lect - ed.

They shall not 0O - ver - pow’r us.

With  His good  gifts and Spir - it.
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The old e vil  foe Now  means
Ask ye, Who is  this? Je sus
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce
And take they our life, Goods, fame,
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dead - ly woe; Deep guile and great  might
Christ it 18, Of Sab - a - oth Lord,
as he will, He can harm us none.
child, and wife, Though these all be gone,
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Are his dread arms in  fight; On earth
And there’s none oth - er God; He holds
He’s judged; the deed is  done; One lit -
Our vic - try has been won; The King -
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is not his e - qual.
the field for - ev - er.
tle word can fell him.
dom ours re - main - eth.
Text: tr. Composite Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546 Text and tune: Public domain
P} In the name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
(P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
(P] Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Introit

P

Psalm 34:1-2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46

| will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,]
and shall not be put to shame.

| will bless the LORD at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
(P] My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
let the humble hear and be glad.
Come, O children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the LoORD.
(P} The LorD redeems the life of his servants;
none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P) | will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,]
and shall not be put to shame.
The LORD
redeems the life
of his servants;
none of those who
take refuge
in him
will be condemned.
Psalm 34:22, ESV
T
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

LSB 204



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev -er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep
us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation,
defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



First Reading Revelation 14:6-7
éThen | saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim
to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. “And
he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the
springs of water.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 3:19-28
""Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. %°For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since
through the law comes knowledge of sin.

ZBut now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although
the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 2?the righteousness of God through faith
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: #for all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God, **and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness
at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith
in Jesus.

Z'Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart
from works of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children's Message

Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



Holy Gospel John 8:31-36
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

31So0 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to
anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave
to sin. 3The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 3¢So
if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.



The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace LSB 580
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1 The Gos - pel shows the Fa - ther’s grace, Who sent His
2 It sets the Lamb be - fore our eyes, Who made the a -
3 It brings the Sav - ior’s righ-teous - ness To robe our
4 It is the powr of God to save From sin and
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Son to save our  race, Pro - claims how Je - sus
ton - ing sac - 11 - fice, And calls the souls  with
souls in roy - al  dress; From  all our guilt it
Sa - tan and the grave; It works the faith  which
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lived and died That we might thus be jus - ti - fied.
guilt op-pressed To come and find e ter - nal  rest.
brings re - lease = And gives the trou - bled con-science peace.
firm - ly clings To all the trea - sures which it  brings.
5 It bears to all the tidings glad
And bids their hearts no more be sad;
The weary, burdened souls it cheers
And banishes their guilty fears.
6  May we in faith its message learn
Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;
May we in faith its truth confess
And praise the Lord, our righteousness.
Text: Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt. Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon "Out with the Law; In with the Gospel Romans 3:19-28



Prayer of the Church

P)

P

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That we would be built up in Christ and hold the faith in the unity of the Spirit and
in the bond of peace; and for reproof when we are in error, that what is lacking in us
would be reformed and that we would grow up into Christ, our head, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For faithful hearts, that we would remain steadfast in the Word of God and never
follow false gospels that lead us away from His truth; and for pastors who will preach
with purity and joy that we are saved by God’s grace alone, through faith alone,
because of Christ alone, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all fathers in the home and Church, that our heavenly Father would give them
wisdom and fortitude; that He would make them faithful in teaching His Word to the
children entrusted to their care; and that all little ones would come to know their
heavenly Father and live as true children of God, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For calm hearts that know God and trust Him to remain in control, even when the
nations are in uproar and kingdoms fall, and that look to Him to guide all who govern
us so that evil is thwarted, righteousness rewarded and all His ways are upheld, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick, the joyful and those in any need, [especially ,] that they
may be preserved in God’s promises and brought safely through this world to
everlasting life, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

O Lord, we give You thanks for all Your servants who have departed this life in faith.
We especially bless You today for the great reformers of Your Church who call us back
to the Gospel and to the righteousness we have in Christ alone. Keep us in fellowship
with them, and bring us at last to our heavenly home and the joy of seeing our
Redeemer face to face; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

Offering

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and I give you His peace.
Amen.

Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew.

Closing Hymn Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655
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1 Lord, keep us stead - fast in Your Word; Curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are
30 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, Send peace and
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by de - ceit or sword Would wrest the king-dom from Your
Lord of lords a - lone; De - fend Your ho - ly Church that
u - ni -ty on earth; Sup - port us in our fi - nal
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Son And bring to naught all He has done.
we May sing  Your praise e - ter - mnal - ly

us out of death

1I¢C.
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug

Text and tune: Public domain
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