To-Know Chwist and to- Make Himv Knoww

AS A SHEPHERD LOOKS AFTER HIS SCATTERED FLOCK
WHEN HE IS WITH THEM, SO WILL | LOOK
AFTER MY SHEEP. | WILL RESCUE THEM FROM ALL THE
PLACES WHERE THEY WERE SCATTERED ON A DAY OF
CLOUDS AND DARKNESS.

EZEKIEL 34:12

Sunday, September 14, 2025
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317
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Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, September 14, 2025 - 9 am

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Josh Klukas, Lesson Reader



Opening Hymn Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us LSB 711
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep-herd lead us; Much we
2 We are Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  wvor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian of our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de-
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
A let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its  fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
£t —_—— — -
D = - —
bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless - ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear wus chil - dren when we pray.
bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to  You.
bless - ed Je - sus, You have loved wus, love us  still.

Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.

Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68
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Text and tune: Public domain



In the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

(P) Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Introit Psalm 30:2-5; antiphon: vv. 11a, 12b

(P} You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
O LorD my God, | will give thanks to you forever!
O Lorp my God, | cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.
(P} O Lorp, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;
you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.
Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,
and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
O Lorp my God, | will give thanks to you forever!
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Kyrie N LSB 204
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Lord, have mer - cy;

Christ, have mer-cy;

Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria i nnExcelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—

Have mer - cy
You with the

on us, Je - sus;Re- ceiveour heart-felt cry,
Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. Rescue and
preserve us that we may not be lost forever but follow You, rejoicing in the way that
leads to eternal life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 34:11-24
"“For thus says the Lord Gobp: Behold, I, | myself will search for my sheep and will
seek them out. '?As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that
have been scattered, so will | seek out my sheep, and | will rescue them from all
places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. '3And
| will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will
bring them into their own land. And | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by
the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. ' will feed them with
good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There
they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the
mountains of Israel. | myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | myself will
make them lie down, declares the Lord Gob. 'l will seek the lost, and | will bring
back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and | will strengthen the weak, and
the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will feed them in justice.
17¢As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, | judge between sheep and
sheep, between rams and male goats. '®ls it not enough for you to feed on the good
pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to
drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet?
"“And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you
have muddied with your feet?

W«Therefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: Behold, |, | myself will judge between
the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 2'Because you push with side and shoulder, and
thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22l will
rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And | will judge between sheep and
sheep. 22And | will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 2And |, the LoRrD, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. | am the LORD; | have spoken.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Timothy 1:5-17
The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience
and a sincere faith. éCertain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away
into vain discussion, “desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either
what they are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions.
8Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, °understanding this, that
the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the
ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers
and mothers, for murderers, '°the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality,
enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, ''in
accordance with the glorious gospel of the blessed God with which | have been
entrusted.



12| thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged
me faithful, appointing me to his service, 3though formerly | was a blasphemer,

persecutor, and insolent opponent. But | received mercy because | had acted

ignorantly in unbelief, "“and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. '"The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the
foremost. '®But | received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus
Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe
in him for eternal life. '"To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be

honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message

Alleluia and Verse
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-10
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with
them.”

350 he told them this parable: ““What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has
lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the
one that is lost, until he finds it? >And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. ®And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors,
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep that was lost.” “Just so, |
tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.3“Or what woman, having ten
silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek
diligently until she finds it? °And when she has found it, she calls together her friends
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that | had lost.’
19Just so, | tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I everlasting. Amen.



The King of Love My Shepherd Is LSB 709
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1 The King of love my shep - herd is,  Whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in

4 In death’s dark vale 1 fear no il With Thee, dear
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fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul He lead - eth And, where the ver - dant
love He  sought me  And on His shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, Thy rod and  staff my
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so through all the length of days
Thine unction grace bestoweth; Thy goodness faileth never;
And, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
From Thy pure chalice floweth! Within Thy house forever!
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77 Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon "Our Shepherd” Ezekiel 34:11-24
Offering

Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew.



Prayer of the Church
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Let us pray to the Lord, who in Christ will hear our prayers and, in His time, turn our
mourning into dancing.

Heavenly Father, heaven rejoices when a sinner repents. Guard us against self-
righteousness that sees no need to hear of Christ and His redemption, and preserve

us in Your Word and grace, that as Your people we might always be about the proclamation
of repentance and the forgiveness of sins for the sake of Jesus. Lord,

in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You call pastors and set them to the task of shepherding Your people.
Bless them in their work of providing Your gifts to those You have gathered and as
they seek those who have wandered away. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, look with favor on the households of this congregation, and grant that all
may live in love that issues from a pure heart, a good conscience and a sincere faith.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

King of the ages, immortal and invisible, the only God, look in kindness upon all entrusted
with public office in our land, and grant them wisdom and courage to serve our nation
according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, You promise to shepherd Your sheep for the sake of Jesus. According to Your
Word, seek the lost, bring back the stray, bind up the injured and strengthen the weak.
Have mercy [especially upon and] upon all who look to You for deliverance.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We recall with thanksgiving, O Lord, those who served You in days past and now rest from
their labors, and we pray that You would keep us in fellowship with all Your saints. By this
holy communion, give us grace to sustain us through the changes and chances of this mortal
life, and keep us to that day when Christ shall call us unto Himself and we shall know Him
face to face in the marriage supper of the Lamb that knows no end. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We entrust all these petitions to Your care, loving Father, confident in Your great mercy
for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is worshiped together with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



OUR FATHER
WHO ART IN
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and *I- give you His peace.
Amen.

|
The Lord lift up
His countenance
upon you
and give you peace.

=Nunibers 26
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Closing Hymn Shepherd of Tender Youth LSB 864
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1 Shep-herd of ten - der youth, Guid - ing in
2 You are the ho - ly Lord, O all - sub -
3 You are the great High  Priest; You have pre -
4 0 ev - er be our guide, Our shep - herd,
5 So now, and till we die, Sound we  Your
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love and truth Through de - vious ways; Christ, our tri -
du - ing  Word, Heal - er of strife. Your - self You
pared the  feast Oof ho - ly love; And in  our
and our pride, Our staff and song. Je - sus, O
prais - es high And  joy - ful sing: In - fants and
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um - phant king, We come  Your name to sing
did a - base That from  sin’s deep dis - grace
mor - tal pain None  calls on You in vain;
Christ of God, By Your en - dur - ing Word
all the throng, Who to the Church be - long,
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And here our chil - dren bring To join  Your praise.
You sO might save our race And give us life.
Our plea do not dis - dain; Help from a - bove.
Lead wus where You have trod; Make our faith strong.
U - nite to swell the song To  Christ, our  king!

Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170-c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821-90, alt.
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Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716-96

Text and tune: Public domain



