
 

 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

 

Sunday, September 21, 2025 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church. 
We are blessed to have you worship with us today. 

Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register. 
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a  

“You’re Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.   
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you. 

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com 
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net 

Church Phone: 218-829-4317 

http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net
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Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 
220 North 8th Street 
Brainerd MN  56401 

 
Sunday, September 21, 2025 – 9 am 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.   
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,  

please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you. 
 

Online Giving Option 
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option  

on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com). 
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving. 

 

 
 

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will take place in 2 different ways: 

We will have communion at the rail. 

❖ At the time of communion, please wait for the usher to acknowledge you. 
 

   If you are unable to communion at the rail, 

❖ Pastor and Elders will bring communion to you. Please indicate your need to  

an Elder or an usher. 
 

❖ As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we hold the 
sacrament of Holy Communion to be most sacred, and thus, observe the practice 
of close communion. 

 
 
 

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor                                Dave Hansen, Organist 

Mary Matrick, Lesson Reader 
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Opening Hymn                     O God of Mercy, God of Might  LSB 852 

 

 

 
 

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 

May we each other’s burdens share; 

May we, where help is needed, there 

    Give help as unto Thee! 

 

6 And may Thy Holy Spirit move 

All those who live to live in love 

Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above 

    All those who live in Thee. 
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt.                                                   Tune: Samuel Howard, 1710–82                                                  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins  
 and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by  

  what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways  

 to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives  
 you all your sins. As an ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Introit Psalm 119:137–140, 142; antiphon: v. 144 

P  Your testimonies are righteous forever; 
 give me understanding that I may live. 

C  Righteous are you, O LORD, 
 and right are your just decrees. 

P  You have appointed your testimonies in righteousness 
 and in all faithfulness. 

C  My zeal consumes me, 
 because my foes forget your words. 

P  Your promise is well tried, 
 and your servant loves it. 
     Your righteousness is righteous forever, 
 and your law is true. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

C  as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  Your testimonies are righteous forever; 
 give me understanding that I may live. 
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Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
 and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise  
            let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 



5 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
 O Lord, keep Your Church in Your perpetual mercy; and because without You  
 we cannot but fall, preserve us from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things 

profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives  
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Amos 8:4–7 

 4Hear this, you who trample on the needy 
 and bring the poor of the land to an end, 
5saying, “When will the new moon be over, 
 that we may sell grain? 
And the Sabbath, 
 that we may offer wheat for sale, 
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great 
 and deal deceitfully with false balances, 
6that we may buy the poor for silver 
 and the needy for a pair of sandals 
 and sell the chaff of the wheat?” 

 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
            “Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle 1 Timothy 2:1–15 
 1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 

be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is 
pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and there is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, 
which is the testimony given at the proper time. 7For this I was appointed a preacher 
and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith 
and truth. 

 8I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger 
or quarreling; 9likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable 
apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or 
costly attire, 10but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good 
works. 11Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. 12I do not permit a woman 
to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 13For 
Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was 
deceived and became a transgressor. 15Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if 
they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 16:1–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 

charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2And he called 
him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your 
management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3And the manager said to himself, 
‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I am not 
strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do, so that 
when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.’  

 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do 
you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take  

 your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7Then he said to another, ‘And how 
much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 
your bill, and write eighty.’ 8The master commended the dishonest manager for his 
shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by  

 means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the 
eternal dwellings. 

 10“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest 
in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then you have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not  

 been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own?  
 13No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, 

or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money.” 

 14The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed 
him. 15And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but  

 God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight 
of God.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Seek Where You May to Find a Way  LSB 557 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Arthur P. Voss, 1899–1955, alt.                                                                                           Tune: Johann Stobäus, 1580–1646 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835                                                                      Tune: Public domain 

 

 
Sermon                                     "Turn Away God's Wrath"  Amos 8:4-7   
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 
          the Father Almighty, 
          maker of heaven and earth 
               and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
           the only-begotten Son of God, 
          begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
          God of God, Light of Light, 
          very God of very God, 
          begotten, not made, 
          being of one substance with the Father, 
          by whom all things were made; 
          who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
          and was made man; 
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
          He suffered and was buried. 
          And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
               and ascended into heaven 
          and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
          And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
          whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
          the Lord and giver of life, 
          who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
          who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
          who spoke by the prophets. 
          And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
          I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
          and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

          and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according  
 to their needs. 

 
Kind Father, Your Son declared to us that we cannot serve You and also be devoted  

 to money. Free all Your baptized children from obsession with the goods of this world, 
that they may set their hearts on the joys of the kingdom and the inheritance that 
never fades. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Almighty God, guide Your Holy Church here and everywhere, that those who have  
 been called to serve as her pastors and church workers and those preparing for and 

considering full-time church work may be guarded against the assaults of the evil one, 
encouraged in their callings, and prepared to serve faithfully for the sake of the 
kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Maker of heaven and earth, You have created man and woman for different offices  
 and with different gifts, that they might complement one another and glorify You. 

Grant that, in our homes and congregations, Your people might rejoice in the callings 
You have given them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P God, our Savior, uphold Donald, our president; Tim, our governor; and all whom You 
have placed in high positions with wisdom and mercy, that we may lead peaceable  

 and quiet lives, godly and dignified in every way. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, be with the sick and those who suffer, those troubled in mind, those 
grieving in their sorrows, and the dying in their last hours [especially _____________]. 
Grant them the comfort of Your presence, relief according to Your will and peace in 
their hearts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Bridegroom, grant that as we commune this day upon Your body and blood, 
our hearts would be moved to repentance and faith, and that the fruits of this 
Sacrament would be borne in lives of holiness and righteousness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You provide us with daily bread and with everything we need for this 
body and life. Free us from greed and covetousness, that we might be content with 
Your blessing and glad to share with those in need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, our God, whose mercies are new every morning, we give You thanks and praise 
for all Your kindness toward us, and we pray You to grant us the will and desire to 
worship You joyfully, to serve You faithfully and to proclaim boldly Your mighty acts  

 of deliverance through our Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom we offer to You these 
prayers, and in whom we trust for all things; to You alone be glory, honor, worship  

 and praise, O Lord, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Musical Offering                             “On Eagles’ Wings”                      Mary Matrick 
 
Offering 

                       Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew. 

 

Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  
 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we 
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when  
 He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;  

 this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,  
 He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament  

 in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often  
 as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,  

 Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 
Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and  
 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Distribution 
 
 
Your Table I Approach LSB 628 
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5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my mind. 

6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, 

    O God, my peace and light. 
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.                       Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower  LSB 694 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.                                                             Tune: Harmonischer Lieder-Schatz, 1738, Frankfurt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness  LSB 563 

 

 

 
5 When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt.      Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93                   Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness  
 sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                              By Grace I’m Saved  LSB 566 

 

 

 

 
5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone. 
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.                                                                    Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



17 

 

 
 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 


