
 

 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

 

Sunday, September 28, 2025 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church. 
We are blessed to have you worship with us today. 

Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register. 
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a  

“You’re Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.   
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you. 

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com 
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net 

Church Phone: 218-829-4317 

http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net
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Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 
220 North 8th Street 
Brainerd MN  56401 

 
Sunday, September 28, 2025 – 9 am 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.   
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,  

please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you. 
 

Online Giving Option 
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option  

on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com). 
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor                                Dave Hansen, Organist 

Mark Erickson, Lesson Reader 
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Opening Hymn                  Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart    LSB 708 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.     Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg       Text and tune: Public domain 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Introit Psalm 119:73–75, 77; antiphon: v. 76 

P   Let your steadfast love comfort me 
 according to your promise to your servant. 

C   Your hands have made and fashioned me; 
 give me understanding that I may learn your commandments. 

P   Those who fear you shall see me and rejoice, 
 because I have hoped in your word. 

C   I know, O LORD, that your just decrees are righteous, 
 and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 

P   Let your mercy come to me, that I may live; 
 for your law is my delight. 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

C   as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P   Let your steadfast love comfort me 
 according to your promise to your servant. 
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Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
 O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without Your aid we can do  
 no good thing. Grant us the help of Your grace that we may please You in both will  
 and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You  
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Amos 6:1–7 

 1“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, 
 and to those who feel secure on the mountain of Samaria, 
the notable men of the first of the nations, 
 to whom the house of Israel comes! 
2Pass over to Calneh, and see, 
 and from there go to Hamath the great; 
 then go down to Gath of the Philistines. 
Are you better than these kingdoms? 
 Or is their territory greater than your territory, 
3O you who put far away the day of disaster 
 and bring near the seat of violence? 
4“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory 
 and stretch themselves out on their couches, 
and eat lambs from the flock 
 and calves from the midst of the stall, 
5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp 
 and like David invent for themselves instruments of music, 
6who drink wine in bowls 
 and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
 but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
7Therefore they shall now be the first of those who go into exile, 
 and the revelry of those who stretch themselves out shall pass away.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Timothy 3:1–13 
 1The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires  
 a noble task. 2Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one 

wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3not a 
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4He must 
manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5for  

 if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for 
God’s church? 6He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with 
conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7Moreover, he must be well 
thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 

 8Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, 
not greedy for dishonest gain. 9They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear 
conscience. 10And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they 
prove themselves blameless. 11Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, 
but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 12Let deacons each be the husband of one 
wife, managing their children and their own households well. 13For those who serve 
well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the 
faith that is in Christ Jesus. 

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Message 
 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 16:19–31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 19[Jesus said:] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who 

feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, 
covered with sores, 21who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. 
Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22The poor man died and was 
carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried, 23and 
in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus 
at his side. 24And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 
to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this 
flame.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your 
good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and 
you are in anguish. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been 
fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none 
may cross from there to us.’ 27And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my 
father’s house— 28for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also 
come into this place of torment.’ 29But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the 
Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone 
goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not hear 
Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the 
dead.’” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
     And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and  
 was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
For All the Saints    LSB 677 

 

 

 

 
 



8 

 

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare 

long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

And hearts are brave again, and arms are 

strong. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious 

day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

The King of Glory passes on His way. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

D 8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s 

farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the 

countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt.                                          Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958                                              Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon                       "Hell is Real; In Christ So Is Heaven"                   Luke 16:19-31   
 

 

Offering 

                       Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew. 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 
 
Lord of life, You provide us with daily bread in abundance. Preserve us from the 
worship of idleness and love of leisure lest we misuse Your gifts to our ruin. Foster in 
us contentment, righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness and gentleness. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, as You once gave Moses and the prophets so that people might hear Your Word, 
continue to provide pastors and other laborers to make Your Gospel known among the 
nations. Preserve those who currently serve within Your Church, and raise up more 
workers to labor in the harvest. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Father in heaven, preserve our homes from idols and sins of idleness. Bless fathers and 
mothers as they catechize their children, that generations to come might faithfully 
guard their hearts and rejoice in Your gifts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Merciful God, You have promised to hold accountable all who hold authority over us. 
Bless our president; our governor; all legislative bodies; all judges and magistrates; 
and all who serve the public trust, that they may act with integrity and honor in the 
fulfillment of all their duties and serve the causes of peace and justice for all. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You open the eyes of the blind and lift up those who are bowed down. 
Hear our prayers on behalf of those in need of Your mercy [especially _____________]. 
Provide restoration and deliverance according to Your good and gracious will, and in 
the time of affliction that is given to them, strengthen their faith that they would cling 
to Your promises and praise Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, embolden all faithful Christians here and scattered throughout the 
world. Grant that we may always make the good confession, even in the midst of 
persecution. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, we praise Your name for Your faithfulness to Abraham, Lazarus and 
to all the saints who have gone before us. Enliven us by Your Word and Sacraments, 
that convinced of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we may eagerly await the day of our 
resurrection for His sake; through Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.   
  

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and  
 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                       I Walk in Danger All the Way    LSB 716 

 

 

 

 

 
5 I walk with Jesus all the way, 

    His guidance never fails me; 

Within His wounds I find a stay 

    When Satan’s pow’r assails me; 

And by His footsteps led, 

My path I safely tread. 

    No evil leads my soul astray; 

    I walk with Jesus all the way. 

6 My walk is heav’nward all the way; 

    Await, my soul, the morrow, 

When God’s good healing shall allay 

    All suff’ring, sin, and sorrow. 

Then, worldly pomp, begone! 

To heav’n I now press on. 

    For all the world I would not stay; 

    My walk is heav’nward all the way. 
Text: Hans Adolf Brorson, 1694–1764; tr. Ditlef G. Ristad, 1863–1938, alt.               Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1708, 4th ed., Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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