To-Know Chwist and to- Make Himv Knoww

“...whoever does not
carry their cross and
follow me cannot be
my disciple.”
~ Luke 14:27

Sunday, September 7, 2025
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance in the red Friendship Register.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317



http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net

Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, September 7, 2025 - 9 am
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will take place in 2 different ways:

We will have communion at the rail.
% At the time of communion, please wait for the usher to acknowledge you.

If you are unable to communion at the rail,
% Pastor and Elders will bring communion to you. Please indicate your need to
an Elder or an usher.

« As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we hold the
sacrament of Holy Communion to be most sacred, and thus, observe the practice
of close communion.

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Kenneth Toole, Lesson Reader



Opening Hymn “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake LSB 688
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well I show How you must so - journ here be - low.
strength, My all, To God I yield, on Him I call.
of the soul And lead you to your heav’n - ly goal.”
bat - tle’sstrain The crown ofheav’n - ly life ob - tain.

Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813-96; (sts. 1-3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624-77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesénge, 1695
Tune: Bartholomé&us Gesius, c. 1555-1613, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

(P} In the name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Introit Psalm 119:28-32; antiphon: v. 27

(P) Make me understand the way of your precepts,
and | will meditate on your wondrous works.
My soul melts away for sorrow;
strengthen me according to your word!
(P} Put false ways far from me
and graciously teach me your law!
| have chosen the way of faithfulness;
| set your just decrees before me.
| cling to your testimonies, O LORD;
let me not be put to shame!
I will run in the way of your commandments
when you enlarge my heart!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Make me understand the way of your precepts,
and | will meditate on your wondrous works.
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Kyrie LSB 152
(P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

l_pl—F—ﬂ—;—%—V—ﬂ
t@ﬁjﬁﬁ:ﬁ
o

Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

A - men.



This Is the Feast
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for us all.
Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow Him, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20
1>“See, | have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 'If you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God that | command you today, by loving the LORD
your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes
and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in
the land that you are entering to take possession of it. '"But if your heart turns away,
and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, '8
declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land
that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to
witness against you today, that | have set before you life and death, blessing and
curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, Z’loving the LORD
your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of
days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Epistle Philemon 1-21
'Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow
soldier, and the church in your house:
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4l thank my God always when | remember you in my prayers, >because | hear of your
love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints, ¢and |
pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of
every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. “For | have derived much joy and
comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you. 8Accordingly, though | am bold enough in Christ to command
you to do what is required, °yet for love’s sake | prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an
old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— I appeal to you for my child,
Onesimus, whose father | became in my imprisonment. "' (Formerly he was useless
to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) "I am sending him back to you,
sending my very heart. '3l would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that
he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, “but |
preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be
by compulsion but of your own free will. "For this perhaps is why he was parted from
you for a while, that you might have him back forever, '®no longer as a slave but more
than a slave, as a beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both
in the flesh and in the Lord."’So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you
would receive me. "8If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that
to my account. "I, Paul, write this with my own hand: | will repay it—to say nothing
of your owing me even your own self. 2%Yes, brother, | want some benefit from you in
the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 2'Confident of your obedience, | write to you,
knowing that you will do even more than | say.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel Luke 14:25-35

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

BNow great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 26“If anyone
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. ¥Whoever
does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 2For which of
you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he
has enough to complete it? ?Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able
to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 3%aying, ‘This man began to build and was
not able to finish.’” 3'Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not
sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who
comes against him with twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great
way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. *So therefore, any one of
you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.

3“salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? ¥t is
of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears
to hear, let him hear.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LSB 685
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7 g“ | | ! I I | i {
_HF\_H_P\\J} } [ o - . ’I - [ - IP [
Pil - grims here, our home a - bove, Full of faith and
We shall reap ce - les - tial joy; All  dis - com - forts
That would lead us In - to sin; And the grave that
Where You live, there we shall be In  Your pres - ence
f) u . . . .
o o | | | | | |
y il W i I e
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con - stant - ly, Liv - ing there with You for -ev -er. Je - sus,
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Lord, with me a - bide; 1 shall fol - low where You guide.
here 1 share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.
here with You 1 die, There to live with  You on high.
let me faith - ful be, Life e - ter - nal grant to me.
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835 Tune: Public domain

8



Sermon Text "Walking As Jesus Walked" Luke 14:25-35

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -~ of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.

You have granted us great privilege and mercy, O Lord, that we should be called
Your people. Work in us by Your Spirit, that we may love what is good and obey Your
command cheerfully. Keep us from an easy faith that costs us nothing, and preserve
us so that we may be the salt of the earth and light in the darkness of a world that
does not know You. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, bless this congregation and all congregations of our Synod; Matthew, our Synod
president; Brady, our district president; and all servants of the Church, that they
would be strengthened to cherish each member of Christ’s Body as dearly beloved
brothers and sisters. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You are our life and length of days, and You set before us Your gift
of life in Your Holy Word for us and for our children. Preserve Your institutions of
marriage and family. Guard husbands and wives, parents and children, both from
despising and from idolizing one another. Instead, let every relationship in the home
exemplify Your unconditional love for us in Christ, and grant that all might follow Him
in their service to one another. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give Your aid, O Lord, to all elected and appointed public officials, especially our
president, the Congress of these United States, our governor, the legislature of this
state and all who serve us in Your name in government. Grant peace to the nations,
and prosper to the benefit of all people the cause of justice. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God, our King, You promise blessing to those who follow in Your way, yet You also call
them to carry their crosses. Grant Your peace to those who suffer among us [especially
]. Guide them by Your Word to follow Your way through the pains of
this world to the glories of the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, grant that all who come to the Lord’s Supper this day may in faith
receive Your Son’s body and blood and with it the forgiveness of sins, the desire to
amend our sinful lives, and the strength to confess the true faith in all that we say
and do. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Join these, our prayers and praises, with those of Your faithful servants of every time

and place, and unite them in the ceaseless petitions of our great High Priest, until He

comes again in power and glory as victorious Lord of all. Through Him, with Him and in
Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is Yours, almighty Father, now

and forever.

Amen.

Installation of Sunday School Teachers and

Other Instructors in the Faith

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, you are to be installed as Sunday School and
Confirmation instructors at Zion Lutheran Church a work in which our Father in
heaven has great joy.

Hear the Word of the Lord:

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words
that | command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk
by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.”

Beloved in the Lord, you are to assist me, the minister of Word and Sacrament, in the
instruction of God’s people according to His holy Word. You are to prepare yourselves
for this work by your individual and corporate study of the Word of God and the faith
drawn from it as it has been delivered to us in the Small Catechism.

While holiness of life and obedience to Christ are expected of all members of the
congregation, it is especially important that you show yourselves, by word and
example, to be faithful to Him in service and Christian devotion.

In the presence of God and of this congregation, | therefore ask you: Do you accept
the position entrusted to you, and do you promise faithfully to carry out your duties,
trusting in the Lord and conforming yourself to His Word in accordance with the faith
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? If so, then answer: | do.

I do.

Beloved in the Lord, you have heard the promises of faithfulness spoken by these men
and women. Do you promise to support them in their work, to remember them in your
prayers, and to work with them to the best of the abilities that God has given you, so
that He may be glorified and His work be done in our midst? If so, then answer: We do.
We do.
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Brothers and sisters in Christ, | install you as Sunday School and Confirmation
instructors at Zion Lutheran Church in the name of the Father and of the 1- Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) The almighty and most merciful God enlighten and strengthen you in your service that
you may be good and faithful leaders and teachers to the glory of His name and the
salvation of His people.

Amen.

(P} Let us pray.
O Lord, grant to these Your people the gifts of wisdom and discretion, kindness and
faithfulness, so that they may effectively teach and guide, and grant to all Your people
a ready willingness to learn. Let the knowledge of Your Word be preserved and
extended among us so that all may know and praise You now and forever; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Offering

Please sign the red Friendship Book that is in your pew.

Preface LSB 160

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

12
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

LSB 161

LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;

this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament
in My -I- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often

as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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(P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

(P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Communion Distribution
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In the Cross of Christ | Glory

LSB 427
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Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815-67
Text and tune: Public domain




Logd of Glory, You Have Bought Us LSB 851
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life - blood as the price, Nev - er grudg - ing for the
free - ly of Your own. With the sun - shine of Your
hum - blest char - 1 - ty In Your own mys -te - rious
life - blood as the price, Nev - er grudg - ing for the
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lost ones That tre - men - dous sac - 11 - fice;
good - ness Melt our thank - less  hearts of stone
sen - tence, “You have done it all to Me”
A lost ones That tre - men - dous sac - 1 - fice.
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And with that have free - ly giv. - en Bless - ings
Till our cold and self - ish na - tures, Warmed by
Can it be, O gra - cious Mas - ter, That You
Give us faith to  trust You bold - ly, Hope, to
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count - less as the sand To the un - thank - ful
You, at length be - lieve That more hap - py
deign  for alms to  sue, Say - ing by Your
stay our souls on You; But, oh, best of
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and the e - vil With Your own un - spar - ing hand.
and more bless - ed ’'Tis to give than to re - ceive.
poor and need - y, “Give as 1 have giv’n  to you”?
all Your grac - es, With Your love our love re - new.

Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-89, alt.

Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87

16

Text and tune: Public domain



Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice LSB 556
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1 Dear Chris-tians, one and all, re - joice, With ex - ul - ta - tion
2 Fast bound in  Sa-tan’schains I lay; Death brood-ed dark - ly
3 My own good works all came to naught, No grace or mer - it
4 But God had seen my wretch-ed state Be - fore the world’s foun-
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spring-ing, And with u - nit - ed heart and voice And ho - ly
o’er me. Sin was my tor - ment night and day; In sin  my
gain - ing; Free will a-gainstGod’s judg-ment fought, Dead to  all
da - tion, And mind-ful of His mer-cies great, He planned for
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rap - ture sing - ing, Pro-claim the won -ders God has done, How
moth-er bore me. But dai-1ly deep-er still 1 fell; My
good re - main - ing. My fears in-creased till sheer de - spair Left
my sal-va - tion. He turned to me a fa - ther’s heart; He
) . \ .
e — oY i H——1—
i e St it e,
His right arm the vic-t’ry won. What price our ran-som cost Him!
life be-came a liv-ing hell, So firm-ly sin pos-sessed me.
on - ly death to be myshare;The pangs of hell I suf - fered.
did not choose the eas -y part But gave His dear-est trea - sure.

5 God said to His beloved Son:
“It’s time to have compassion.
Then go, bright jewel of My crown,
And bring to all salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free;
Slay bitter death for them that they
May live with You forever.”

6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will,
Was born of virgin mother;
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill,
He came to be my brother.
His royal pow’r disguised He bore;
A servant’s form, like mine, He wore
To lead the devil captive.
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7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me,
I 'am your rock and castle.
Your ransom I Myself will be;
For you I strive and wrestle.
For I am yours, and you are Mine,
And where I am you may remain;
The foe shall not divide us.

8 “Though he will shed My precious
blood,
Me of My life bereaving,
All this I suffer for your good;
Be steadfast and believing.
Life will from death the vict’ry win;
My innocence shall bear your sin,
And you are blest forever.

9 “Now to My Father I depart,
From earth to heav’n ascending,
And, heav’nly wisdom to impart,
The Holy Spirit sending;
In trouble He will comfort you
And teach you always to be true
And into truth shall guide you.

10 “What I on earth have done and taught
Guide all your life and teaching;
So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought
And honored in your preaching.
But watch lest foes with base alloy
The heav’nly treasure should destroy;
This final word I leave you.”

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.

Post-Communion Collect
(P) Let us pray.

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg

Text and tune: Public domain

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

LSB 166

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and -1~ give you His peace.

Amen.
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Closing Hymn Take My Life and Let It Be LSB 783
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1 Take my life and let it be Con-se-crat - ed, Lord, to Thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move At the im-pulse of Thy Ilove;
3 Take my voice and let me sing Al-ways,on - ly for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, Not a mite would I with - hold;
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Take my mo-ments and my days, Let them flow in cease-less praise.
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beau - ti - ful for Thee.
Take my lips and let them be Filled with mes - sag - es from Thee.
Take my in - tel - lect and use Ev - ’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
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5  Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79 Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870 Text and tune: Public domain
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