
 

 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

 

Sunday, April 26, 2026 
Fourth Sunday of Easter - Confirmation Service 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church. 
We are blessed to have you worship with us today. 

Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack. 
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a  

“You’re Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.   
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you. 

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com 
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net 

Jeffrey Ross, Pastor: pastorjeffreyross@gmail.com 
Church Phone: 218-829-4317 

http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net
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Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS 

220 North 8th Street 
Brainerd MN  56401 

 
Sunday, April 26, 2026 - 11 am  

Fourth Sunday of Easter - Confirmation Service 
 

Online Giving Option 
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option  

on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com). 
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving. 

 

 
Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 

Communion Directions 
Those assisting with the distribution will commune first. After this, the newly confirmed 
members will be communed with their families. Each confirmand will come forward with 
their families in this order: 

Zachary Brown, Eli Corner, Olivia Hurst, Blake Johnson. 
  
After all the confirmands and their families have communed, the remainder of the 
congregation will receive the Lord’s Supper in the usual manner. 
 
Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will take place in 2 different ways: 

We will have communion at the rail. 

❖ At the time of communion, please wait for the usher to acknowledge you. 
 

If you are unable to communion at the rail, 

❖ Pastor and Elders will bring communion to you. Please indicate your need to  

      an Elder or an usher. 
 

❖ As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we hold the 
sacrament of Holy Communion to be most sacred, and thus, observe the practice of 
close communion. 
 
 

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor                                    Dave Hansen, Organist 
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Opening Hymn                  Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us  LSB 711 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.                         Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68                                             Text and tune: Public domain 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins  
 and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways  

 to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives  
 you all your sins. As an ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 95:1–3, 6–7a; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b 

P   I am the good shepherd. 
       I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

C   Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 
 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

P   Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

C   For the LORD is a great God, 
 and a great King above all gods. 

P   Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
 let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

C   For he is our God, 
 and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

C   as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P   I am the good shepherd. 
 I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
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Kyrie LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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This Is the Feast LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of 

Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd  
 we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

 
First Reading Acts 2:42–47 
 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking  
 of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and 

signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together and 
had all things in common. 45And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad 
and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Epistle 1 Peter 2:19–25 
 19This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering 

unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure?  
 But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the 

sight of God. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, 
neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in 
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him 
who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die 
to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were 
straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Holy Gospel John 10:1–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by  
 the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he  
 who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. 

The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
4When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice. 5A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, 
for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech Jesus used with 
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

 7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 
8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to 
them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out 
and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life and have it abundantly.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb  LSB 740 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941            Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, 1784, Leipzig         Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                     "Know His Voice"      John 10:1-10  
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
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 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Public Confirmation of their Christian Faith by: 

Zachary Brown, Eli Corner, Olivia Hurst, Blake Johnson 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized in the 
Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses Me 
before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies 
Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your 
hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask 
you in the name of the Lord. 

 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts 
that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
  

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 
  

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

  

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Historic Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from 
the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful 
and true? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to 
remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, 
even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the 
teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As 
you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has 
begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Confirmation Blessing 

 
The pastor places his hands on the head of each catechumen and makes the sign of the cross 

on the forehead while saying: 
 

P Zachary David Brown, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. Hear the Word of God, from 
Proverbs 3:5. "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding." 

R Amen. 
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P Eli Walter Corner, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given 
you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. Hear the Word of God, from Luke 
5:4 "And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and 
let down your nets for a catch." 

R Amen. 
 

P Olivia Delphine Hurst, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. Hear the Word of God, from John 
1:4. "In him was life, and the life was the light of men." 

R Amen. 
 

P Blake Anthony Johnson, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. Hear the Word of God, from John 
3:16. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life." 

R Amen. 
 

P Let us pray. 
 Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in 

bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior,  
 Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth  
 to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may 

continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good fight 
of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united 
Your children in the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by 
His blood. Renew in them the gift of Your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily 
contrition and repentance with a faith that ever clings to their Savior. Deliver them 
from the power of Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous doctrines, that 
they may remain faithful in hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body and blood. By 
the Lord’s Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can make satisfaction for sin 
but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and comfort only in Him, learning from this 
Sacrament to love You and their neighbor and to bear the cross with patience and joy 
until the day of the resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
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P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according  
 to their needs. 
  
 Loving Father, Your Son is the great Shepherd of the sheep, who faithfully gathers  
 His flock to Himself in the pastures of the Church. Grant us steadfast faith to hear  
 His voice and follow Him, even through the valley of the shadow of death, that we  
 may receive our portion in His abundant life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Gracious God, bestow the gift of Christ’s wisdom and tenderness upon all who are 
called to shepherd the souls of Your people. Teach believers everywhere to receive 
their pastors as a gift from You and to follow Christ, the Good Shepherd. Lord, in  

 Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, hear our prayers for all Christian homes. Preserve all married couples in love 
and faithfulness [especially _____________]; strengthen all parents for their task as 
teachers of the faith; uphold the unmarried honorable and unashamed in their station; 
and with good deeds in every home, let the ignorance of foolish people be put to 
silence by Your divine institution. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Mighty Shepherd, You hold in Your hands all the might of man, and You hold 
accountable those who would govern Your people. Grant to us good government and 
leaders who will honor Your purpose, protect Your people, serve the cause of justice 
and defend our liberty. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Author of life, You gather us together in the fellowship of Christ and His apostolic  
 Word and so lead us to intercede for one another in every need. Hear our prayers for 

the Church and for the world [especially for _____________]. Work by Your mercy for 
their good now and eternally, and add to our number those who are being saved, until 
You bring us to the day when we will rest eternally in Your safekeeping. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Father of glory, You have promised to prepare a table before us in the presence of  
 our enemies and to fill our cup of salvation to overflowing. Bless all who receive the 

Sacrament at this altar this day, that even amid sin, death and the devil, Your 
goodness and mercy may follow us all the days of our lives, and we may dwell in  

 Your house forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, in Your name Your Son purchased us with His own most holy blood, 
and He now leads us through the gate of death to our eternal home with You. As the 
sheep of His fold, inspire us to hear His voice gladly and to follow Him steadfastly 
through every tribulation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
  

P Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all 
glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering 

                 
 Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 

 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we 
bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His 
dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 
life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom  
 You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  
 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we 
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until  
 He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat  
 and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 
and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will  
 be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 
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Blest Be the Tie That Binds  LSB 649 

 

 
Text: John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt. 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Thine Forever, God of Love  LSB 687 

 

 
Text: Mary F. Maude, 1819–1913 
Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752–1817 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus  LSB 770 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86          Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832–1918       Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

C Amen. 
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Secret Angel Identification Revealed 
 
The King of Love My Shepherd Is  LSB 709 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77   Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.              Text and tune: Public domain 
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