
 

 
 

 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

 
Sunday, February 1, 2026 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church. 
We are blessed to have you worship with us today. 

Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack. 
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a  

“You’re Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.   
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you. 

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com 
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net 

Church Phone: 218-829-4317 

http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net
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Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 

220 North 8th Street 
Brainerd MN  56401 

 
Sunday, February 1, 2026 – 9 am 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.   
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,  

please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you. 
 

Online Giving Option 
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option  

on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com). 
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving. 

 

 
 

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 

 
Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will take place in 2 different ways: 

We will have communion at the rail. 

❖ At the time of communion, please wait for the usher to acknowledge you. 
 

If you are unable to communion at the rail, 

❖ Pastor and Elders will bring communion to you. Please indicate your need to  

      an Elder or an usher. 
 

❖ As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we hold the 
sacrament of Holy Communion to be most sacred, and thus, observe the practice of 
close communion. 

 
 

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor                                Dave Hansen, Organist 

Robbie Helmer, Lesson Reader 
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Opening Hymn                       Son of God, Eternal Savior    LSB 842 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam              Text and tune: Public domain 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto  
 God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which  
 I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and  
 I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 
to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as an ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the  

 Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

P   For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked will perish. 

C   Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
 nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

P   but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
 and on his law he meditates day and night. 

C   He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season,  
               and its leaf does not wither. 
 In all that he does, he prospers. 

P   The wicked are not so, 
 but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

C   Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

C   as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P   For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Kyrie LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty  
 we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers 

and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Micah 6:1–8 

 1Hear what the LORD says: 
Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 
 and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

  “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what 
we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 
wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that 
are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in 
the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made 
our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it 
is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
Children's Message 

 

 
 
 
 
Alleluia LSB 190 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed  
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
      and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

      And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
      very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with  
 the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our  
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the  
 virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

  

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from  
 the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  
 and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian  
 and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

      and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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Lift High the Cross                                                                              LSB 837 sts. ref–6 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt. 
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835 
 
 
 

Sermon                                         Boast in the Lord                 1 Corinthians 1:18-31   
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

Offering 

              Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that 
sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit, 
the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all 
faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in 
our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness in 
lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. 
Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making 
them perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in them the faith once 
delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office in 
Your Church that, by their devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom 
increase. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful servants of Christ to 
advance the Gospel both at home and in distant lands. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and support them in 
challenging times. Make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and let 
their faith and zeal for the Gospel refresh and renew the witness of Your people 
everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peaceable life with 
integrity. Grant health and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the 
president and congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this state, 
and to all those who make, administer, and judge our laws. Help them to serve this 
people according to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and order our days in 
Your peace. Prosper the labor of those who work to bring peace and justice to the 
nations of the world that mutual understanding and common endeavor may be 
increased among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and centers of research 
and those who teach and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such measure that 
people may serve You honorably in Church and state, and that our common life may be 
conformed to the ways of Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. Keep our children in 
the covenant of their Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in lives of 
faith and devotion. Unite the members of all families in a spirit of affection and 
service that they may show Your praise in our land and in all the world. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the commerce and industry, 
the leisure and rest, the arts and culture of our people. Take under Your special 
protection those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and be with all who put their 
hands to any useful task. Give them the just rewards for their labor and the knowledge 
that their work is a blessing in Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or 
adversity (especially [name]). Be with those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have 
mercy on those to whom death draws near (especially [name]). Bring consolation to 
those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking them into Your tender 
care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church 
on earth, who now rest from their labors (especially [name]). Keep us in fellowship 
with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the 
sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have 
made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our 
mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when  
 He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;  

 this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,  
 He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in  

 My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Distribution 
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I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table    LSB 618 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835 
Tune: Public domain 
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Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us  LSB 851 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt.   Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87                    Text and tune: Public domain 
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Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  LSB 636 
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
    Peace beyond all understanding, 
    Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before You; 
Love incarnate, I adore You; 
    Worthily let me receive You 
    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 
6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 
    For our good, Your glory, given. 

 
7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 
    On the cross for me to languish 
    And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
    By this blood redeemed and living, 
    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 
8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 
    By Your love I am invited, 
    Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
    Through the gift of grace You give me 
    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) and tune: Public domain 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
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P Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Benedicamus LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                          In the Cross of Christ I Glory  LSB 427 

 

 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 
Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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