
 

 
 
 
 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

 
Sunday, February 8, 2026 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church. 
We are blessed to have you worship with us today. 

Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack. 
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a  

“You’re Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.   
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you. 

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com 
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net 

Church Phone: 218-829-4317 

http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net
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Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 
220 North 8th Street 
Brainerd MN  56401 

 
Sunday, February 8, 2026 – 9 am 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany  
 
 

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.   
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,  

please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you. 
 

Online Giving Option 
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option  

on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com). 
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving. 

 

 
 

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor                                Dave Hansen, Organist 

Mike Loeffelbein, Lesson Reader 
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Opening Hymn                                Thy Strong Word                LSB 578 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 

Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing 

House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110002835  

   Tune: Public domain 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 119:9–16; antiphon: v. 12 

P   Blessèd are you, O LORD; 
 teach me your statutes! 

C   How can a young man keep his way pure? 
 By guarding it according to your word. 

P   With my whole heart I seek you; 
 let me not wander from your commandments! 

C   I have stored up your word in my heart, 
 that I might not sin against you. 

P   Blessèd are you, O LORD; 
 teach me your statutes! 

C   With my lips I declare 
 all the just decrees of your mouth. 

P   In the way of your testimonies I delight 
 as much as in all riches. 

C   I will meditate on your precepts 
 and fix my eyes on your ways. 
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P   I will delight in your statutes; 
 I will not forget your word. 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

C   as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P   Blessèd are you, O LORD; 
 teach me your statutes! 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



5 

 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
 O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the 

hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 58:3–9a 

 3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? 
 Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ 
Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, 
 and oppress all your workers. 
4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
 and to hit with a wicked fist. 
Fasting like yours this day 
 will not make your voice to be heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, 
 a day for a person to humble himself? 
Is it to bow down his head like a reed, 
 and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 
Will you call this a fast, 
 and a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6“Is not this the fast that I choose: 
 to loose the bonds of wickedness, 
 to undo the straps of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
 and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover him, 
 and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 
 and your healing shall spring up speedily; 
your righteousness shall go before you; 
 the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
 you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’”  

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle 1 Corinthians 2:1–16 
 1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony 

of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much 
trembling, 4and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5that your faith might not rest in the 
wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or 
of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret and 
hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the 
rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
   nor the heart of man imagined, 
what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

 10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 11For who knows a person’s thoughts except the 
spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 
13And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 
interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

 14The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly 
to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 
15The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16“For 
who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind 
of Christ.  

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children's Message 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and 
trampled under people’s feet. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 
to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
19Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does 
them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
      born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and  
      was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  
      He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
      From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 
Amen.      

 

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies   LSB 873 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88   Tune: attr. Johann G. Werner, 1777–1822                                    Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                           Lights of the World                  Matthew 5:13-20   
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that 

sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit, 
the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all 
faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in 
our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness in 
lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. 
Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making 
them perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in them the faith once 
delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office in 
Your Church that, by their devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom 
increase. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful servants of Christ to 
advance the Gospel both at home and in distant lands. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and support them in 
challenging times. Make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and let 
their faith and zeal for the Gospel refresh and renew the witness of Your people 
everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peaceable life with 
integrity. Grant health and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the 
president and congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this state 
and to all those who make, administer, and judge our laws. Help them to serve this 
people according to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and order our days in 
Your peace. Prosper the labor of those who work to bring peace and justice to the 
nations of the world that mutual understanding and common endeavor may be 
increased among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and centers of research 
and those who teach and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such measure that 
people may serve You honorably in Church and state, and that our common life may be 
conformed to the ways of Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. Keep our children in 
the covenant of their Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in lives of 
faith and devotion. Unite the members of all families in a spirit of affection and 
service that they may show Your praise in our land and in all the world. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the commerce and industry, 
the leisure and rest, the arts and culture of our people. Take under Your special 
protection those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and be with all who put their 
hands to any useful task. Give them the just rewards for their labor and the knowledge 
that their work is a blessing in Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or 
adversity (especially [name]). Be with those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have 
mercy on those to whom death draws near (especially [name]). Bring consolation to 
those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking them into Your tender 
care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church 
on earth, who now rest from their labors (especially [name]). Keep us in fellowship 
with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the 
sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God forever. 

C    Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offering 

              Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 
 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                   May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill  LSB 698

 

 

 
Text: Edward Osler, 1798–1863, alt. 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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