
 
 

 
 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

 

 

Sunday, February 22, 2026 
First Sunday in Lent 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church. 
We are blessed to have you worship with us today. 

Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack. 
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a  

“You’re Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.   
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you. 

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com 
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net 

Church Phone: 218-829-4317 

http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net
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Wednesday Service theme this week: 

 

“Perfect Love … is Patient” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

 

 
 

 
Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 

220 North 8th Street 
Brainerd MN  56401 

 
Sunday, February 22, 2026 – 9 am 

First Sunday in Lent 
 
 

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.   
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,  

please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you. 
 

Online Giving Option 
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option  

on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com). 
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving. 

 

 
 

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor                                Dave Hansen, Organist 

Jana Hansen, Lesson Reader 
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Opening Hymn                     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  LSB 656 
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Text: tr. Composite    Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546                    Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16 

P  When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 
 I will rescue him and honor him. 

C  With long life I will satisfy him 
 and show him my salvation. 

P  Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— 
 the Most High, who is my refuge— 

C  no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
 no plague come near your tent. 

P  For he will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways. 

C  On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

P  You will tread on the lion and the adder; 
 the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

C  as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 
 I will rescue him and honor him. 

C  With long life I will satisfy him 
 and show him my salvation. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
 O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them  
 to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we 

may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 3:1–21 
 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 

had made. 
 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 

garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees  
 in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 

midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to 
the woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also 
gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loincloths. 

 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, 
“Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man 
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and  

 I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”  
 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

 “Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 

 “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you.” 
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 17And to Adam he said, 

 “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
 and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
 ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face 
 you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
 for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 
 and to dust you shall return.” 

 20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21And 
the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 5:12–19 
 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 

and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world 
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 

 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, 
much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus 
Christ abounded for many. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s 
sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift 
following many trespasses brought justification. 17If, because of one man’s trespass, 
death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance 
of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus 
Christ. 

 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Children's Message 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 4:1–11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3And the tempter came 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves 
of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, 

    “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 
6and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

    “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

 and 

    “‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if 
you will fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is 
written, 

    “‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
 and him only shall you serve.’” 

 11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed  
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
      born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and  
      was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  
      He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
      From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 
Amen.      

 
All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall                    LSB 562 

 

 

 
 

5 As by one man all mankind fell 

And, born in sin, was doomed to hell, 

So by one Man, who took our place, 

We all were justified by grace. 

6  We thank You, Christ; new life is ours, 

  New light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs. 

  This grace our ev’ry way attend 

  Until we reach our journey’s end. 
Text: Lazarus Spengler, 1479–1534; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.  Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61                   Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                                It is Not OK!    Matthew 4:1-11 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 

 O Lord, in the midst of this life we are beset by many temptations. Fix our eyes on our 
Lord Jesus, who bore temptation for us and resisted to the point of death, and bring us 
through the evils of this fallen world to dwell with You forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but desire that they 
turn from evil and live. Give pastors courage to warn of sin and death. Give all 
Christians strength to defend that message. Turn sinners to life by the proclamation of 
Christ, who delivers from all unrighteousness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, preserve all catechumens and their teachers, all children and their 
parents, and every Christian home from the assaults of the evil one. As Your Son 
overcame Satan in the desert by the Word of God, so also give us the victory through 
Christ and His Word. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, You have established earthly authorities to punish evil and praise those who do 
good. Grant our rulers humble hearts to resist the allure of power and to worship You 
alone. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful Father, though we deserve nothing of Your kindness, You have shown Yourself 
to be the strength of the weak, the healer of the sick and the hope of those who 
mourn. Hear us on behalf of those who are troubled in mind or body, the dying and 
those who grieve [especially _____________]. Sustain them through their afflictions 
and pain, heal them according to Your gracious will and deliver them at the last to 
everlasting life in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You covered the shame of our first parents with animal skin and thereby 
foreshadowed the perfect sacrifice of Your Son’s blood by which we are cleansed and 
clothed. Give us the garments of repentance and faith, that we may receive Your Son’s 
body and blood for the forgiveness of all our sins. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful Father, though You gave us stewardship of Your good creation, we love the 
gifts more than the giver. Save us from trusting in our possessions more than in Your 
Son. Teach us to use what You have provided to help those in need and to relieve the 
poor, the unemployed and the oppressed. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord God, heavenly Father, You have given us a refuge from the world in the Body of 
Christ. Protect us from all evils of body and soul, that we would find rest in this life 
and eternal rest in Your heavenly embrace; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 
 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
      Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
      For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Offering 

              Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew. 
 

 

 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                       Jesus, Lead Thou On  LSB 718 

 

 

 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt.  Tune: Adam Drese, 1620–1701            Text and tune: Public domain 
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Services  

Sundays at 9 am 

Mondays at 6 pm 

Wednesdays at noon & 6 pm 

Lenten meals on Wednesdays     

at 1 pm and 5 pm – free will offering 

 

 

 

Holy Week 

Maundy Thursday – April 2 @ Noon & 6 pm 

Good Friday – April 3 @ Noon & 6 pm 

Easter Sunday – April 5 @ 6 am & 9 am  

Easter Breakfast between services – free will offering 

                                         

 


