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Suay, Januay 8, 2026
Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317



http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net

Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, January 18, 2026 - 9 am
Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will take place in 2 different ways:

We will have communion at the rail.
% At the time of communion, please wait for the usher to acknowledge you.

If you are unable to communion at the rail,
+ Pastor and Elders will bring communion to you. Please indicate your need to
an Elder or an usher.

< As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we hold the
sacrament of Holy Communion to be most sacred, and thus, observe the practice of
close communion.

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Judy Eliseuson, Lesson Reader
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Opening Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness LSB 809
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1 Great is Thy faith - ful - ness, O God my Fa - ther;
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har - vest,
3 Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur - eth,
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There is no shad - ow of turn - ing with Thee.
Sun, moon, and stars in their cours - es a - bove
Thine own dear pres - ence to cheer and to guide;
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Thou chang - est not: Thy com - pas - sions, they fail not;
Join with all na - ture in man - i - fold wit- ness
" Strength for  to - day and bright hope for to - mor - row,
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As Thou hast been, Thou for - ev - er wilt be.
To Thy great faith - ful-ness, mer - cy, and Ilove.
Bless - ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
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Great is Thy faith- ful-ness! Great is Thy  faith-ful-ness!
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Morn-ing by morn - ing new mer - cies I see;
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All T have need - ed Thy hand hath pro - vid - ed;
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Great 1is Thy  faith - ful-ness, Lord, un - to me!
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960 Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870-1957 Text: Public domain Tune: Public domain
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In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As an ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Introit Psalm 19:1-4a, b; antiphon: v. 14
(P) Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,

O LorD, my rock and my redeemer.

The heavens declare the glory of God,

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.

(P) Day to day pours out speech,

and night to night reveals knowledge.

There is no speech, nor are there words,

whose voice is not heard.

(P} Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of

the world. In them he has set a tent for the sun.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P) Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,

O LoRrD, my rock and my redeemer.



Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
(P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
(P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
(P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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This Is the Feast
Refrai
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - ln - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was  slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Sianza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev -er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -1le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
Final Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-1le - Ilu - ia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

LSB 155



(P) Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth,
mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all our
days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 49:1-7

'Listen to me, O coastlands,
and give attention, you peoples from afar.
The LORD called me from the womb,
from the body of my mother he named my name.
ZHe made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow;
in his quiver he hid me away.
3And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom | will be glorified.”
“But | said, “I have labored in vain;
| have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my right is with the LORD,
and my recompense with my God.”
>And now the LORD says,
he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him;
and that Israel might be gathered to him—
for | am honored in the eyes of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength—
he says:
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to bring back the preserved of Israel;
I will make you as a light for the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
"Thus says the LORD,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
the servant of rulers:
“Kings shall see and arise;
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
because of the LORD, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
'Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother
Sosthenes,
2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to
be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4l give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given
you in Christ Jesus, >that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all
knowledge—%even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—’so that
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 1:29-42a

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 3°This is he of whom | said, ‘After me comes
a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 3'l myself did not know him,
but for this purpose | came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.”
32And John bore witness: “l saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it
remained on him. 33| myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 3*And | have seen and have borne witness that this is
the Son of God.”

3The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 3¢and he looked at
Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” *The two disciples heard
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 3Jesus turned and saw them following and said
to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 3°He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So
they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it
was about the tenth hour. “°One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 4'He first found his own brother Simon and said to
him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). “He brought him to Jesus.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



| Love Your Kingdom, Lord LSB 651
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11 love Your king - dom, Lord, The place of Your a - bode,
2 Be-yond my  high - est joy 1 prize its heav’'n - ly  ways,
31 love Your Church, O God, Your saints in ev - ’ry land,
4 For them my  tears shall fall; For them my prayers as - cend;
5 Sure as Your truth shall last, To Z1 - on shall be giv’'n
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The Church our blest Re-deem-er saved With His own pre-cious blood.
Its sweet com-mu-nion, sol-emn vows, Its hymns of love and praise.
Dear as the ap-ple of Your eye And grav-en on Your hand.
For them my cares and toils be giv’n Till toils and cares shall end.
The bright-est glo-ries earth can yield And bright-er bliss of heav’n.

Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752-1817, alt. Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76 Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon The Holy Christian Church 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with

the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life -}~ of the world to come.
Amen.



Prayer of the Church
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the spread of the Gospel, that the Lord who made Jesus a light to all nations
would fill our hearts with joy and use our voices to spread His salvation to the ends
of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For pastors, that the Lord who called Andrew and Peter to follow Him might continue
to summon men into the holy ministry and strengthen them to faithfully make known
His Word, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the households of God’s people, that the Lord who watched over the tribes of
Jacob would provide both daily bread and redemption in abundant measure to His
people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the nation and our president; for the governor of this state; for all judges and
magistrates; and for those who serve us as firefighters, police, disaster workers
and medical personnel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For healing and deliverance, that the Lamb of God who takes away our sins and
infirmities would be merciful to those who are in need of His care, [especially
,] granting them rescue and confidence in His grace, let us pray to

the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For faith as we approach the Lamb of God to eat His body and drink His blood in this
Sacrament; for grace to keep in holy hearts what we receive upon our lips; and for the
Spirit to keep us in this faith until Christ comes in His glory, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For a steadfast heart in times of duress, strength amid temptation and the grace of
humility, that we may not fall victim to pride and arrogance, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God, heavenly Father, grant that we who have celebrated the incarnation of
our Lord, Jesus Christ, may die to sin and rise to new life, that we may treasure up and
ponder in our hearts the Christ announced by Your forerunner; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
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Offering

®

=

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

LSB 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have
made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our
mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
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Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

P
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My -1+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Pax Domini

(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Agnus Dei
8 o}

LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution
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The Church’s One Foundation

LSB 644 sts. 1-5
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1 The Church’s one foun-da - tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev -’ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the earth;
3 Though with a scorn-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion With God, the Three in One,
A
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
And mys - tic sweet com-mu - nion  With those whose rest is won.
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From heav’n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par -takes one ho - ly food,
Yet saints their watch are keep - ing; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
Till with the vi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
o bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by Your grace
%u 1 1 I 1
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - 'ry grace en-dued.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt.

And soon the night of weep -ing Shallbe the morn of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.
That we, like saints be - fore us, May see You face to face.

Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-76 Text and tune: Public domain
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All Glory Be to God Alone LSB 948
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1 All glo - ry be to God a - lone, For - ev - er - more the
2 We praise You, God; Your name we bless And wor-ship You in
3 Lord God, our King on heav-en’s throne, Our Fa -ther, the Al-
4 You take the whole world’s sin a - way; Have mer -cy on us,
5 You on

ly are the Ho-ly One And o - ver all are
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high - est one, Who did our sin - ful race be - friend And
hum - ble - ness; From day to day we glo-rn - fy  The
might -y One. O Lord, the sole - be - got-ten One, Lord
Lord, we pray. You take the whole world’s sin a - way; O
Lord a - lone. (0] Je - sus Christ, we glo-ri - fy You
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grace and peace to us  ex - tend. A - mong us may His
ev - er - last - ing God on high. Of Your great glo - ry
Je - sus Christ, the Fa - ther’s Son, True God from all e -
Lord, re - ceive our prayer this day. From God’s right hand Your
and the Spir - it, Lord Most High; With Him You ev - er -
f) 4 . . .
g o I | | | | | I | | I |
I—G\—P—J—Fﬁ—f'—l—f—a\ : * y o T —— —o—1
| \Q_)\J I | { ! | { .I 1 I | i |
gra - cious will ~ All hearts with deep thanks-giv - ing fill.
do we sing, And to Your throne our thanks we bring.
ter - ni - ty, O Lamb of God, to You we flee.
mer - cy send, To all the world Your grace ex - tend.
more shall be One in the Fa-ther’s maj - es - ty.
Text: attr. Martin Luther, 1483-1546, abr.; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890-1950, alt. Tune: Gesangbuch . . . Psalmen, Geistliche Lieder, 1541, Strassburg, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835 Tune: Public domain
Built on the Rock LSB 645
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1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand E - ven when
2 Sure - ly in tem - ples made with hands God, the Most
3 We are God’s house  of liv - ing stones, Built for His
4 Here stands the font be - fore our eyes, Tell - ing how
5 Grant,then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the
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stee - ples are fall - ing. Crum - bled have spires in
High, is not dwell - ing; High a - bove earth His
own hab -1 - ta - tion. He through bap - tis - mal
God has re - ceived us. The al - tar re - calls Christ’s
church bells are ring - ing, Man - y in sav - ing
_ILp 'bl)l I ! | } » | — | I ! .
ot e J 1]
ev - ’ry land; Bells  still are chim - ing and call -
tem - ple stands, All earth - ly tem - ples ex - cel -
grace us owns Heirs of His won-drous sal - va -
sac - 1 - fice And what His Sup - per here gives
faith may come  Where Christ His mes - sage is bring -
_1\9 Llyl o » ! = { I ! I
" I i . - o S » =k
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ing, Call - ing the young and old to rest,
ling. Yet He who dwells in  heav’n a - bove
tion. Were we  but two His name to tell,
us. Here sound the  Scrip - tures that pro - claim
ing: “I know My  own; My own know Me.
—f 1 .
But a - bove all the  souls dis - tressed,
Choos - es to live with us in love,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
Christ yes - ter - day, to - day, the  same,
You, not the world, My face shall  see.
_9 | I) | | | I
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Long - ing for rest ev - er - last - ing.
Mak - ing our bod - ies His tem - ple.
With all His grace  and His fa - VOr.
And ev - er - more, our Re - deem - er.
My peace I leave with  you. A - men.”

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783-1872, abr.; tr. Carl Déving, 1867-1937, alt.
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-87
Text and tune: Public domain
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Post-Communion Collect
(P) Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
Benediction LSB 166
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and -1~ give you His peace.
Amen.
Closing Hymn Blest Be the Tie That Binds LSB 649
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1 Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Chris - tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne We pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, Our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 When here our path-ways  part, We suf - fer bit - ter pain;
5 From sor-row, toil, and pain, And sin we shall be free
n Il ]
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The fel-low-ship of kin-dred minds Is like to that a - bove.
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our com-forts and our cares.
And of - ten for each oth - er flows The sym - pa- thiz-ing  tear.
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, We hope to meet a - gain.
And per-fect love and friend-ship reign Throughall e - ter-ni - ty.

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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