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Sunday, January 25, 2026
Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317



http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net

Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, January 25, 2026 - 9 am
Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Recorded service is broadcast on CASH 95.9 FM Sunday at 11 AM.
If you would like to receive a bulletin to participate in the service,
please contact the church office so we can arrange to mail one to you.

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Pam Barrett, Lesson Reader



Opening Hymn The People That in Darkness Sat LSB 412
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I The peo - ple that in dark - ness sat A glo - rious
2 To  hail Thee, Sun of Righ - teous - ness, The gath-ring
3 To us a Child of hope 1is born, To us a
4 His name shall be the  Prince of Peace, The Ev - er -
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light have seen; The light has shined on them who long In
na - tions come; They joy as when the reap - ers bear Their
Son is giv’n, And on His shoul-der ev - er rests  All
last - ing Lord, The Won-der - ful, the Coun-sel - or, The
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shades of death have been, In shades of death have been.
har - wvest trea-sures home, Their har - vest trea-sures home.
pow’r in earth and heav’'n, All pow’r in earth and heav'n.
God by all a - dored, The God by all a - dored.
5 His righteous government and pow’r
Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end.
/A 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,

And make us Thine alone,

Who with the Father ever art

And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.

Text: John Morison, 1749-98, alt.
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Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561

Text and tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of the Holy Spirit.



If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Introit Psalm 22:27-31; antiphon: v. 22

P | will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation | will praise you.
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD,
and all the families of the nations shall worship before you.
(P) For kingship belongs to the LoRD,
and he rules over the nations.
All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even the one who could
not keep himself alive.

(P} Posterity shall serve him;
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;
they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn,
that he has done it.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
®P) 1 will tell of your name to my brothers;

in the midst of the congregation | will praise you.



Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
s
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth
the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:1-4
' There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he
has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
nations.

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
3You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
“For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
19 appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and
the same judgment. "'For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is
quarreling among you, my brothers. ?What | mean is that each one of you says, “I
follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 3Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? |
thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, '°so that no one may
say that you were baptized in my name. '¢(I did baptize also the household of
Stephanas. Beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) "For Christ
did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent
wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

'8For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 4:12-25
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. "*And
leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, "so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled:

>“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,

the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
'®the people dwelling in darkness

have seen a great light,
and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death,

on them a light has dawned.”

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.”

"®While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter)
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. "And he
said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.” 2°Immediately they left
their nets and followed him. 2'And going on from there he saw two other brothers,
James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father,
mending their nets, and he called them. 2Immediately they left the boat and their
father and followed him.

ZAnd he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the
people. 2So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick,
those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics,
and paralytics, and he healed them. 2°And great crowds followed him from Galilee and
the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I everlasting.
Amen.
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Prgise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a Iib - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
3 Let us praise the Word In -car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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at - ing light; Praise the One who frees the pris - ’ners,
gen-tle, word; Praise the One who droveout de - mons
in our place. Je - sus died and rose vic - to - rious
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the
With the pierc -ing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool
That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ‘ry dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See - ing what our God has done; Let us
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the ver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv-ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - ‘ry land.
praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955

Tune:

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835

Sermon

Alien Invaders

The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia
Tune: Public domain

Isaiah 9:1-4



Prayer of the Church
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord, who dwells in our midst by His Means of Grace, would open our mouths
to tell of His name and declare His praises, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That the Church of Christ may enjoy unity of doctrine and a spirit of harmony in the
work that God has given her to do; and that the Lord may prosper this work by
supplying her people with faithful pastors and church workers, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For families, that our Father in heaven would bless our households with grace and
protection; and that we might remember Him in both joy and trouble and worship
before Him forever, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That the nations may enjoy peace; that we may know the gift of good and faithful
leaders in our land; and that justice may be served in every place, for the good of all
people and for the protection of the unborn and the weak, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those oppressed by demons, illness or any other affliction, [especially

,] that the Lord Jesus would heal them in body, mind and soul, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That the lonely may find welcome and consolation within the fellowship of God’s
people; and that those who sorrow may not despair but find hope in Christ, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

In thanksgiving for all those who have departed from this mortal life in faith, that
we may remember and glorify the Lord’s name for the hope and promise of the
resurrection, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Offering

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and -1~ give you His peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn Renew Me, O Eternal Light LSB 704
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1 Re - new me, O e - ter - nal Light, And let my
2 Re - move the powr of sin  from me And cleanse all
3 Cre - ate in me a new heart, Lord, That glad - ly
4 Grant that [ on - ly You may love And seek those
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heart and soul be bright, II - Iu- mined with the
my im - pu -1 -ty That I  may have the
I o - bey Your Word. Let what You will be
things which are a - bove Till I be - hold You
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light of grace That is - sues from Your ho - 1y face.
strength and  will Temp - ta - tions  of the flesh to  stll.
my de - sire, And with new life my soul in - spire.
face to face, O Light e - ter - nal, through Your grace.

Text: Johann Friedrich Ruopp, 1672-1708; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
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Tune: As hymnodus sacer, 1625, Leipzig

Text and tune: Public domain



