To-Know Christ and to- Make Himv Knoww

THIRD SUNDAY
Lo Lot

Sunday, March 8, 2026
Third Sunday in Lent

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Church Phone: 218-829-4317



http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net

Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, March 8, 2026 - 9 am
Third Sunday in Lent

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

Rev. David Becker, Interim Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist

Amy Price, Lesson Reader



O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace LSB 693
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1 O Ho-ly Spir-it, grant us grace That we our Lord and Sav - ior
2 Help us that we Thy sav-ing Word In  faith-ful hearts may trea-sure;
3 And when our earth-ly race is run, Death’s bit-ter hour im-pend-ing,
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In faith and fer- vent love em-brace And tru-ly serve Him ev - er
Let e’er that Bread of Life af-ford New grace in rich - est mea-sure.
Then may Thy work in us be-gun Con - tin-ue till life’s end-ing,
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The hour of death can - not bring loss When we are shel-tered
O make us die to ev-'ry sin, Each day cre- ate new
Un - til we glad -ly may com-mend Our souls in - to our
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by  the cross That can - celed our trans - gres - sions.
life with - in, That  fruits of faith may flour - ish.
Sav - ior’s hand, The crown of life ob - tain - ing.
Text: Bartholomé&us Ringwaldt, 1532-99; tr. Oluf H. Smeby, 1851-1929, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain
(P]  In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
(P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.
(P  Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive
us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our
faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen.
Introit Psalm 84:1-4; antiphon: v. 5
(P)  Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
How lovely is your dwelling place,
O LorpD of hosts!
P My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she
may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
(P} Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
ever singing your praise!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P)  Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

0 God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone
astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith
to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Exodus 17:1-7

'All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin
by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim,
but there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled
with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for
water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” “So Moses
cried to the LORD, “What shall | do with this people? They are almost ready to stone
me.” SAnd the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some
of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the
Nile, and go. ®Behold, | will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you
shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.”
And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. ’And he called the name of
the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel,
and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 5:1-8

"Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than
that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, “and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, *and hope does not put
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us.®For while we were still weak, at the right time
Christ died for the ungodly. “For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— #but God shows his love for
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Children’s Message

Holy Gospel John 4:5-26
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

>[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. ¢Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from
his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. “There came a
woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” é(For his
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan woman said to
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) '®Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift
of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked
him, and he would have given you living water.” ""The woman said to him, “Sir, you
have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living
water? "2Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from
it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” *Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that | will
give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that | will give him will become in
him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” ""The woman said to him, “Sir, give
me this water, so that | will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
'¢Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” "The woman answered
him, “l have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no
husband’; "8for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your
husband. What you have said is true.” ""The woman said to him, “Sir, | perceive that
you are a prophet. 2°0ur fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in
Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 2'Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will
you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2°But the hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father
is seeking such people to worship him. 2*God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth.” 2>The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is
coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus
said to her, “l who speak to you am he.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I~ everlasting.
Amen.

For All the Faithful Women LSB 855 sts. 1,10, 3-4
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1 For all the faith-ful wom - en Who served in days of old,
2 Re - call the out-cast wom - an With whom the Lord con-versed;
3 0 God, for saints and ser - vants,Thosenamed and those un-known
4

A4 All praise to God the Fa - ther! All praise to Christ the Son!
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To You shall thanks be giv - en; To all, their sto - ry told.
Christ gave her liv - ing wa - ter To quench her deep - est thirst.
In whomthrough all the a - ges Your light of glo - ry shone,
All praise the Ho-1ly Spir - it, Who binds the Churchin one!

—f 1 . .
1 P ’ | | |
= S
They served with strength and glad - ness In tasks Your wis-dom gave.
Like hers, our hearts are yearn-ing; Christ of - fers us His Word.
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We of - fer glad thanksgiv - ing And fer - ventprayer we raise

With saints who went be - fore us, With saints who wit-ness still,
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To You their lives bore wit-ness,Pro-claimed Your pow’r to save.

Then may our lips be burn-ing To Wit - ness to our Lord.
That, faith-ful in Your ser-vice,Our lives may sing Yourpraise.
We sing glad Al-le - lu - ias And strive to do Your will

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007, alt.
Text: © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835
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Tune: Finnish, 19th cent.
Tune: Public domain



Sermon "The Thirst Quencher” John 4:5-26

Prayer of the Church

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.

Lord of hosts, Your ancient people worshiped You in Jerusalem, and in Christ You
are now worshiped among all nations. Grant us faithful hearts to worship in spirit
and truth, that many would come to know You in Your Word and Sacrament. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

0O God, You led Your ancient people by the hand of Moses and Aaron. Lead us
through the wilderness of this world by the hand of faithful pastors, that we would
be refreshed by the living water flowing from the stricken side of Christ. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of all, You bestow Your riches on all who call upon You. Bless parents with all
wisdom as they teach their children Your ways, that all in the household may confess
with their mouths that Jesus is Lord. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, preserve our nation, and prosper the cause of justice in this land.
Guide and grant Your wisdom to our president; the Congress of the United States;
our governor; and all elected and appointed civil servants. Grant us peace among
the nations, and watch over those who protect us in the armed forces of our land.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O great Physician of body and soul, by Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are
in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity [especially ]. Hold them all in
Your almighty hands and bring them consolation. Heal them according to Your
gracious will, and give us all grace to accept and bear our crosses with faith in You,
that we would always be prepared to depart this life in faith and come to Your
heavenly home. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



(P)  Merciful God, grant us safe haven at Your altar, that we who bear the weight of this
world and its sorrows would always long for Your courts and the blessings You have
prepared for those who sing Your praise. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P)  Almighty Lord, to You all hearts are open and all sins are known. Strengthen our
hearts by Your grace, that we who daily sin much would make confession boldly
and then joyfully receive Your precious word of absolution. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) These and whatever other things You would have us ask of You, O God, grant us for
the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Offerin

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

Benediction
(P)  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and -1+ give you His peace.
Amen.



Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761
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I Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee;
2 Not the la-bors of my hands Can  ful - fill Thy Law’s de-mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; Sim - ply to Thy cross I cling.
4 While 1 draw this fleet-ing breath, When mine eye - lids close in death,
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Let the wa-ter and the blood, From Thy riv - en side which flowed,
Could my zeal no res - pite know, Could my tears for - ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to Thee for dress; Help-less, look to Thee for grace;
When 1 soar to worlds un-known, See Thee on Thy judg-ment throne,
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Be of sin the dou-ble cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
All for sin could not a-tone; Thou must save, and Thou a - lone.
Foul, T to the foun-tain fly; Wash me, Sav-ior, or I die.

Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-78 Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872 Text and tune: Public domain
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