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Sunday, May 3, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church.
We are blessed to have you worship with us today.
Please record your attendance on the Friendship Card in the pew rack.
If you are a guest or visitor, we have a
“You're Very Welcome” folder for you with more information about our church.
An usher or greeter would be glad to get one for you.

Website: www.zionbrainerd.com
Church Office: zionspt@brainerd.net
Jeffrey Ross, Pastor: pastorjeffreyross@gmail.com
Church Phone: 218-829-4317



http://www.zionbrainerd.com/
mailto:zionspt@brainerd.net

Zion Lutheran Church - LCMS
220 North 8" Street
Brainerd MN 56401

Sunday, May 3, 2026 - 9 am
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Online Giving Option
Consider giving online by clicking the “Zion’s Online Giving” option
on the home page of Zion’s website (zionbrainerd.com).
Follow this QR Code to Online Giving.

al £
Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper will take place in 2 different ways:

We will have communion at the rail.
+ At the time of communion, please wait for the usher to acknowledge you.

If you are unable to communion at the rail,
< Pastor and Elders will bring communion to you. Please indicate your need to
an Elder or an usher.

< As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we hold the
sacrament of Holy Communion to be most sacred, and thus, observe the practice of
close communion.

Rev. Jeffrey Ross, Pastor Dave Hansen, Organist



Baptismal Hymn See This Wonder in the Making LSB 593
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keep - ing, His to  be, a - wake or sleep - ing.
lov - ed, Heir of gifts a king would cov - et!”

3 Far more tender than a mother,
Far more caring than a father,
God, into Your arms we place her,

4 Here we bring a child of nature;
Home we take a newborn creature,
Now God’s precious son or daughter,

Born again by Word and water.

Tune: Lofsanger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden
Tune: Public domain

With Your love and peace embrace her.

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008
Text: © 1984 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835

Holy Baptism of Elsie Jo Thramer

Introit Psalm 30:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1
(P) Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the godly!
I will extol you, O LorD, for you have drawn me up
and have not let my foes rejoice over me.
(P} O LorD my God, | cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.
O Lorp, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;
you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.
(P) Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,
and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P] Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the godly!
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Kyrie
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
0 God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love
what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60
'Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in
the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and
said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.
3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. “But we will devote ourselves
to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And what they said pleased the whole
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a
proselyte of Antioch. ¢These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid
their hands on them.

’And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to
the faith.

8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the
people. °Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it
was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia
and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. . . .

2And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. . ..

You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. >*Which of the prophets did not your fathers
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, *’you who received the
law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”



>Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth
at him. *>But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. **And he said, “Behold, | see the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” >But they cried out
with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. ®Then they cast
him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the
feet of a young man named Saul. *?And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®°And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell

asleep.
(P) This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

(P} Christ has risen from the dead.

[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;

he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle 1 Peter 2:2-10
ZLike newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

“As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and
precious, *you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be
a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
®For it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8and

“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

°But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. "°Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel John 14:1-14

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'"[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. ZIn
my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to
prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. “And you know the way to
where | am going.” *Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “l am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. ’If you had known me, you would
have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” ®Jesus said to
him, “Have | been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? '°Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do
not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
""Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account
of the works themselves.

24Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that | do;
and greater works than these will he do, because | am going to the Father. *Whatever
you ask in my name, this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. "If you
ask me anything in my name, | will do it.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon Hymn Christ Is Our Cornerstone LSB 912
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1 Christ is our cor - ner - stone, On Him a - lone we build,
2 Here may we gain from heav’'n The grace which we 1im - plore,

A 3 Oh, then, with hymns of  praise These hal - lowed courts shall ring;
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With His true saints a - lone The courts of heav’'n are filled. On His
And may that grace, once giv’n, Be with us ev - er-more Un - til
Our voic-es we will raise The Three in One to sing And thus
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great love Our hopes we place Of pres-ent grace And joys a - bove.
that day When all the blest To end-less rest Are called a - way.
pro - claim In joy - ful song, Both loud and long, That glo-rious name.

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt. Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89 Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.



Prayer of the Church

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.

Heavenly Father, through the power of Christ’s resurrection You adopt all who believe
in Him. Receive us as Your newborn children and nourish our faith through the pure
spiritual milk of Your Word, that we may dwell in Your presence forever. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Following each petition...

(P)

P)

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O Lord, we thank and praise You for Your servant Stephen, whom Your Son has
received into His glory. May we imitate him in faith and love to speak Your truth
with boldness, forgiving those who sin against us as Christ forgave His persecutors
from the cross. When our last hour comes, let us fall asleep in Him and be born into
eternal life, for the sake of Him who was born into our flesh to redeem it, even
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
(P} Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all
glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Offering

Please sign the Friendship Cards that are in your pew.



Preface LSB 160
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

0
[ A ]
oJ

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we
bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His
dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting
life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;

this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance

of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in

My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

do, as often as you

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Distribution
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Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared LSB 622
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pos - si - ble with You, For You are Lord Al - might - y.
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5 Though reason cannot understand,
Yet faith this truth embraces:
Your body, Lord, is even now
At once in many places.
I leave to You how this can be;
Your Word alone suffices me;
I trust its truth unfailing.

Help

6 Lord, I believe what You have said;

Remember that I am but dust,
And let my faith not fail me.

Your supper in this vale of tears

Refreshes me and stills my fears
And is my priceless treasure.

me when doubts assail me.

7 Grant that we worthily receive
Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins,
May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for Your grace
And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.

8 For Your consoling supper, Lord,
Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place
The world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be
A blessed comfort unto me
When living and when dying.

Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603-68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841-1931, alt.

Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630-c. 1692, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain

Christ Be My Leader LSB 861
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1 Christbe my Lead-er by night as by day; Safe through the
2 Christbe my Teach-er in age as in youth, Drift - ing or
3 Christbe my Sav-ior in calm as in strife; Death can - not
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fu - ture His care,

shift-ing as sand,

sin
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835

Dark - ness is
Doubt can-not

14

day - light when Je-sus is there.
daunt me; in Je-sus 1 stand.

and its stain Can touch my sal - va - tion: with Je-sus I reign.

Tune: Irish
Tune: Public domain



Glorious Things of You Are Spoken LSB 648
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that the Lord is near. Thus de-riv - ing from their ban - ner
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Ev - er will their thirst as-suage? Grace, which like the
Light by night and shade by day, Safe they feed up -
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walls sur-round - ed, You may smile at all  your foes.
Lord, the giv - er, Nev - er fails from age to age.
on the man - na Which God gives them on their way.
last - ing trea - sures None but Zi - on’s chil - dren know.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.

Tune: Franz Joseph Haydn, 1732-1809

Text and tune: Public domain
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Thank thg Lord

LSB 164
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

LSB 166

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.

Amen.



Cl%sing Hymn Splendor and Honor LSB 950
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1 Splen - dor and hon - or, maj - es -ty and pow - er
2 Praised be the true Lamb, slain for our re-demp - tion,
3 To the Al - might - vy, throned in heav’'n-ly splen - dor,
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Are Yours, O Lord God, fount of ev - ’ry bless - ing,
By  whose self - of - f’ring we are made God’s peo - ple:
And to the Sav - ior, Christ our Lamb and Shep - herd,
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For by Your bid -  ding was the whole cre -
A priest - ly  king -  dom, from all tongues and
Be ad - o - ra - tion, praise, and glo - ry
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a -  tion Called in - to be - ing.
na - tions, Called to God’s ser - vice.
giv - en, Now and for - ev - er.
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Tune: K. Lee Scott, 1950

Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002835
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